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'To the ITY 


Gemtle Reader, 


EF defire to oe the. Aoi 

BR moves thy ſpon, 1. ſpeak | 

to thee, If cunſity  dam0-thie... 

to read , 1 defore thee , rither- th | 

$ = proceed no further , or to corel thy N 
mind. The buſineſs of thy Soul _\ 

' requires a ſeriou thought : Por 
 - fo purchaſe Heaven, and live eter- 
| nally, is a matter of high comcem;, 
T, o be plunged into everla aſting fire BY ” E 
is 4 woful horror. Chnift alone is = 
| - the way that leads to Happt ef 2, 2 
[ to tread an other path is to walk 2 
n error. A ertor is daugerou, the 
4 find « zrremediable, C . ” alt 4 
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\ To the Reader. 
falfrry. R evard not what falſe 
Prophets ſay of- Chniſt , for they 
will undervalue him. But to ſeek 
to underftand aright, what ve 
rexcheth.' of himſelf » for ſo thy 
Fark ſhall. be. ſecure /and ſound. 
Li\bave ſought with _ I have 
Found. with pleaſure; I entreat 
Gr to enjoy bath, " Farewell, 


og 


Truth: ' And "in him is found mw 
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An Invitation of "a. Secker te. all 
thoſe that ſenouſly -defire"' to 


foud ' the Lord, 


' CHAP.” 1. 


What moved the Authoy to become a Seekers | 


Ome months 2&0 I departed fromthe 
Court with a ſad hearr, having recet- - 
ved an affront ,: which I never: knew 
how to digeſt, nor how to! revenge. 

T retired my ſelf into 'my Chamber and 

there excluding all viſits, 1 gave ſcope to my, 
fancy ; which gerting the reins ram diſorder- 
ly from one diſmal apprehenſion coaniorher « 


_ 


rifl perceiving no way of remedy,:Þ beganto 
fear that che miſery. I' groaned 'nunder- might 
proyecte:nal,, I was toſſed co and fro, with 

Foe A 2 noquiet 


4- An Invitation 
” _ | upquiet &half-ravipg,morions,cill at length I 


. was waftedinſenhibly, I knew not howto the. 
conſideration of theic fate, who lye chained 


in flames,and with fruitleſs rears bewail theic 
 rruly eternal miſery. 1 was ſorprized with 
horror'to think that men ſhonld burn in 
flames for all ecerpicy.-. Icould not conceive, 
. without trembling , how this fleſh of mine 
guld:fry and broyl for all erervicy. Wo be 


to the Soul, ſaid I, thar ſhall fall into this 


burning Lake, and a thonſand waes to the 
man or woman that ſhall live impriſoned in 


chis ivextinguiſhable Fire , without hope of | 


ever being releaſed, And wo.to me,if when 
I cloſe mine eyes , I ſhajl hear that Heaven 
Gates are (hue, and chat there 1s no. lodging 
for me, bat. Dungeoy filled wich. ecernal 
, groans. The concermplation of theſe pains 
extinguiſhed-. the memory of my ſufferings . 
My Conſcience warned -me, that unleſs 1 
looked roit, I might, rue the honrthaegver 
I wasborn, whereas:mwaking uſe of this ad- 
' Mopxan, I might for ever bleſs the timethat 

TI ſpendin ſeeking my ſouls good, Wherefore 
eakingchisco be che moſt important affair that 
COTOT in this life, I reſolved to lay 

o 


al orher 1 | 
Toſeck, rill-I had found the Lord, 


yments akde, apd never ceaſe 
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| . wastolayPairh for « groundawerk, | ur 


_ gravelied ar” che firſt. ep. © All preached: 
, Chriſt uvrome, whiich I as, Son 


Up @ Kiogdomy” Cicy or Houſe of Chit, 
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The Seeker diſheartved it animated tooprecnd, 


He reſolution was made, . bac no Star 
* appeared, by which 1 might fleet thy'Yeu 
hen forward, I refleted upon the mercies 


.. of Chrift, whoinvices all to come to him, 


and refuſerh none chat ſeek him +; and 
T gave wings to ty hope, thacT ſhould quick- 
ly arrive at my pretended haven,. BarT found 


 leadryed ramy feet, und Iairanced fodlows  » 
ly. that feac of not finding che Locd: we ad. 14 


ed my breaſt, and che wound grew 
by the increaſe of new feats, ; Myi 


mer: with fach diverſity of faich, that 1 was” _ ; 


they were ſo _—_ arab chant | 
I-1ight vpon aſmoſt as many faichs in- Chriſt, 
ah 97 51 Pens x | remembred how Crit : 
ſaich; chat every Kingdom divided againft it * 
feif, ſhall be made Fe nga pro. Cuy'o 
Honſe divided againſt it ſrif ſhall ue and. Mae, | 
12.24. Howchen, ſaid, cat fo many Cow- E 
trary-faickis combine together in one rekuir - 


, '(eeing_ 


''B Aft Iriuitation 
ecing that divifor and difſention iscauſe of 
falland ruine ? I was ſtaggered how to make 
_ themagree; and I was no leſs puzzled how, 
in the mid(t of ſuch confuſion, ro diftioguiſh 
the crue from the falle. . I began a little to 
reſent in the etterprize, bur relying upon the 


.  Comfarrable words of my Saviour , Seek and 


Je. ſhall find, Luk. 11. 9, I reſolved ro con- 
tigie My trade of Seckivg. - | 


b 
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CHAP, III, 
4 BAOONT Me 09357 
= 4” The Seeker ſearcheth the Seriptares to find the 


;Could not fancy comy ſelf, where che Jew- 


- 


£11 ſought ' for, mighe be fonnd with 
mote certainty:,. then in the Word of God. 
- Borthe Lord ſenc the people to the Law and 
Sunitaary, I{e, $.20, Chriit commands all to 
fearchthe Seriptures, Joh. 5.36, And the men. 
- - of Berga were daily ſearching the Scriptures, whe- 
thor theſethings were fo, Acts 17, 11;*There- 
_ foretoobey the-Lord and Chritt;andito imi- 
rae thoſe, whom I-looked upon as'Seckers, 
I laid hold of the Bible , deficong'ta teceive 
out-of.ie a plenary ſatisfaftionoi.the doubts 
fpllo Ing, 'Firk, Whether the : Word of 
God did aHow all the opigions, that now run 
441 7. © curravt, 


of a Seeker, - 
curranr; orfome of- chem onely co be true; 
Secondly if-all,how then by the ſarhie Word! 
. of God could ſnch comtraries be linked tos: 
oetherin ove body of Truth : 1f ſome only, 
how. many , and which they were, that TI 
michr embrace what the Word of God aps 
pfoved, andrejet whartheſame Word diſal= 
lowed, {grounded rhe hope of good ſacceſ#: ::.. 
vpon the worts of Paul, The whole Scripemre” © 
28 gven by inſpiration of Ged, and is proficable* | 
zo teach,'to improve , to corretb, and to mnftrutt 
in, righteouſeneſs, that the man of God may be= 
perfelt, inſtruited to every. good work, 2 Tims, 
3. 16, If all chipgs neceſſary to ſalvarionbe 
tound'in Scirptare, I made no queſtien bus.  — | 
\ that theſe important points would becleatly: 
diſcuſſed, I was eager to have the ſolation:,. 
whillt che doubts were yet freſh, But I knew 
not what Book, or whac Chaprer, - much leſs 
whar Verſe to turn-co, 1 looked upon the « 
Bible as a long Jabour ,- if were to: read:ir 
from the. beginning of Geze/is till the'end-of 
the Revelations; before I could: knowthe un« 
ſwer,. And if I were to open it-at hiprhan» : | 
zard,. eff}: I light upon what-ſhould maketro .- .-* 
ray purpoſe ;/rhe manner of ſearching ſeems =? 
ed natvery-ſerious, but ſomewhac likerothe 
pricking at a Lottery. where I mighr-pers 7 
chanceget ſomerhing, and a hundred ro one; peg, 
pothing, -- And if I fhould happen on'a lace = # Þ 
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-enely them; bur othec more calic Scriptures 


| hearing 2 doubeful ſepſe , 1 knew noc whit 


Rule to obſerve, whereby I mighr be aſſured 


 thar I underfiood the Text right, - For I 


deemed it a very undecent- thing , and de- 
firyQive of the reverence due to God's 
Word , ſoo deal with the Bible, as Philo- 
ſophers are ſaid to do with their AriForle:; 


whoſe ſpeeches they curn and wreſt, as if they 


were made of Wax, and make him ſay, nor 


 whatheincrended, buc whar chey pleaſe. 


-Whilt Ichus diſcourſed wich my ſelf, my 
finger openiog the Bible, direted my eye to 
that place, where Peter ſpeaks of the Epiſtles 


of Paul: Amang tkemws ſome things (laid he) - 


dre hard to be underſtood, which they that are 


"mnlearned and unſtable pervert. as they do other 


Seriptwres alſo, to their own deſtrultion, 2 Per. 
3. I6, . | 

: This paſſage amazed me : For my inftabi- 
by being great, and.my Learning ſmall, 1 
teared : lealt infiqad of finding ſalvation , I 
mighr run codeſiruRtion, 1 knew-well enough 
thar the Prophets are obſcure and dark, rhar 
Exokicl, Daniel and the Revelationt are full of 
profound g& ſublime myReries,nortobe inter- 
preeed but by Jearned men only:but.char Pauls 
Epiflles ſhould-be hard to be underſtood; was 


| a'doQrine -rhar I never heard of before, 


Fhar the uhlearned pervert them, and nor 


alſo, 


of 4 Seeker. 'I7 
alſo, may well rerrifie thoſe, from reading 
the Bible , *who have vo more Learning in 
them, then to be able rorezd Engliſh current- 
ly. For if Scripture, that is medicinal, when 
ic is perverted, becomes venomous, no Won- 
der if the ignoranc » ſuck' diſeaſes and ruine 


from the ſame flower , that affords. healch | 
. and good ſubiance to the man that is knaw- 


1nY.. ; 5 "3 
\ 1 was moved with cmiofity to ſee Paw! 
himſelf, bur ic ended in a new trouble, - For 


I chanced upon @ place to the Corinthians , | © 


where Paul layes down at large divers gifts, 
adminiftrations, and operations of wiſdom , 
knowledge, &c. among which be numbers 


interpretation of Speeches or Scriptares ; and 


ſaich, rhat they «renor beſtowed 'upon every 
one,but ſome rpon one,ſome upon another, as 


the Spicit will, WhilR I layed and pauſed, | 


not knowing well what to make of it., Iii 
turned the leaf agtin , and mer with "this 
other place : the Letter killeth, the Spirit giv» 
th life, 2 Cor. 3, 6. This, put me/into, '&- 
new plunge : For conferring theſe Texts to- 
gerher, I was not a little diſquiered in mind, ' 


©; Arlength I'faid co my ſelf : if the Lecrer 


killech when the ignorant reads, why amT' 
that amt nnlearned commanded to ſearch the 


Scriptures. - If che Spiric only-give life, why 


isthis ſpicir given co ſome onely , and _—_ "*j 


; | 


An Invitation 
all> Why is it not given ro every one that 
Hefires co have itr> Why to chem onely co 
"whom the Spirit: will, and not toall chem,, - 
Who ar any time have a will co receive life by 
Teadive che Scriptures? 1f. without this Spi- 

"- rit -my reading 1s dead, and it che Lord be- 
Now nor this ſpirit upon-me, chen. although _ 
1-'*toſs and tumble-the Scriptures , #6, 5 p 

- burfich in the dark with them, that /aboured 
#ll night and caught nothing, Luk, 5,5, My 
hhearc fainted, and | began co deſpair, yer noc 
to'be wanting to my-ſelf, Icurned to above , 
{otty.or fifry , or more places in the Bible , 

continuing the ſame diligence for ſome dayes 
together, and fill I found much to confound 
ne, licrle ro further me, nothivg ac all chac 

Yerved JiceRtly ro ſolve my doubts, And ac 

this very day I ſhould be highly- obliged co 
|  -chatman; who having the Bible ar his- fin- 
|  ®vpers'end, conld ſhew me avy one place where 
the aforeſaid points ; that ſo nearly concern 
or. Soul, are propounded, diſcuſſed and re- 
foſved, T7, for my part, after a long weary 

'F. Ffearch, concluded abſolurely chat che holy 

= Scriptnye'is the Sea , of which Ezek, ſpeaks, 

ft. _ Chap. 47. verſe, 34-5. Witich I thinking £6 
wade over, was at fitt fiep vp to, the Ankles, 

| At the next above the- Knees, then up to. the 

© - Reinsand-Armpits, At-lepath 7. diſcovers» 

___ Wim Oceanſo:valt, chat atail Ship would 
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I of 4 Seeker - 22S rf 2 
hardly paſs it without anecr anti Is. 3 
thac had not ſo:much as a ſmall. Cock=boar,: © * 
Melancholly frights and fears tarmoyled my! 
mind, becauſe reading the Bible, and ſearches. 
wg the Scriptures, tbe mote: I. ſought the: 
farther oft I, was from findivg, This made 
' me (gh, and breath, quake, and tremble; | 
for fear lealt my ſonl ſhould miſcarry in.the- - : 


mid(t of diyine helps. PE 


a 


+ CHAP. IV; -4 
The Secker ts preſent at a Corference of 'Re= 0 
. ligron, © | EY fu 


Y b:ealt being ſomwhar ſireightned by. 
| this interior conflic, I walked forth in © + 
ro the Fields co take the freſh a-r., where I, * 35 
mer with a Friend , who invited me to a ſpt- 
ritnal conference, where I ſhonid hear things 
.of Religion Learnedly handled. This revi- 
ved my dull ſpirits,and I ſeemed -cather to fly, | 
thenrto walk thicher, We came into a hand-- - . 
fome Room' well .furviſhed ,” where three _ 
Gentlemen, a Lady, and her Kinſwoman fate - 
modeſtly diſcourfing together, They rofe 
up at our arrival, and very civilly admitced | , 
Us to take place among them, I age = 
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14 An Irviiation 
that our preſence might nor diftub their 


pious entertainment, One of them turning. 


himſeli co me,ſfaid : We are met here to de- 
liberare upon the bigh concern of -our Souls, 
and co determine what Religion ought to 


be held co ſecure our Salvation, T7 replied, 


chat ic wasche-only thing I fought after, and 
that I defired rothing more, then to 


hear what their wiſdoms would reſolve upon, 


Then ſaid he thac fate over againſt me + We 
have juſt now unanimouſly concluded by evi- 
denc Reaions drawn ovt of the Bible, thac 


| TJdolatry is abominable before the face of the 


Lord; and therefore that the Papiſi Reli- 
gion, which is founded in /dolatry, is ſocer- 
rainly falſe, that not ſo much as an ear ovghc 
ro be given ro it, 1 agree with: you in that 
( fai@7) and do hold thar Yopery is to be 


, ſhur our of our deliberation, Becauſe 7 
"could never brook that men ſhould be ſaved 


by cheic owd merits , as though Chriſt had 


. Bot dyed for us : Or that avy man ſhould 
' prefer che Virgin Mary before God; or 
"hat people ſhould be ſo ſuperſiitiouſly ad- 


diced co Ceremonies, as to vegle& the main 
fubftapvce, This declaration pleaſed . chem 
a1,:and therefore ke chat ſare 6p my right 


* hand , began in this manner, A 


CHAP, | 
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CHAP. V. 


Faith alone is ſufficient to ſave you. 
V Hoſoever defires to enter into £4 
ſhort and ſecure way to Heaven, 
fer him onely have faith in Jeſvs Chrift, and 
he ſhall infallibly be one of the Ele, Poralt 
the choſen are regenerated by fanth , Rom, 
25. And his ſalvation is certain; For, H 
that ſhall believe, and be baptized. ſhall be ſa- 
_ 6, 16, Sr lg repichends = 
Apoſtles for want aith, Mar, 4. 40. at 
Pat ar beet "97 be Redfant ;F Faith , 
x Cov, 15.12, The reaſop is evid-nt ; be--- 
cauſe, whoſoever hath faith alone , ſhall have 
all the things following, He (hall firſt of all 
have remiſſion of fins, ARs 10, 43. Second-+ | 
ly, He ſhall live, Hab. 2. 4. Th IG 4 
| beart (hall be pure. At. 15, 9. Fourthly, 8 8 ©! 
things ſhall be poſſible nnto hiys, Mar. 9. 23.” 
Fifthly, Thoſe that are jnftified by Faith, are at 
peace with God, Row. 5, 1, Chrittcommands 
ſuch tv fear nothing, Be not afra1d, onely be- 4 
Beve, Mat, 5,36, On the other fide with® +. 
eur faith, ic is impoſſible co pleaſe God, Heb, 24 
he we 16.19 uy COR RR LY 
TOW Sor - | ence, | 


An Irvitation 
F- hence, and ſuch like invumerable places of 
rhe Bible, that faith alone is ſuthctent to (al- 


* - - vation; andehac nothing elſcis requiced, He 
that ſace next him reptied immediately, 


\ —_— 
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Live wel, and it matters not what Religion you 
- ns. . 


E this-opinion of ſole faith wete juſtifia- 
- ble i in the whale laticnde, in whici | it is 
A , it would podermine my princi- 
;. and make all thar 2 have to ſay, fallto 
the ground, Bur-I am too fironely rooted in 
the Word of God, to be ſhakep with ſuch 
weak blaſts.. [grant that you mutt believe, 
and chit faich is eceſlary, But / ſay , that 
beſides faich, you mult alſo live well, or elſe 
: yen will never ger.to- heave, My reaſon. j Is 
; taken out of the Bible :- Faith if. it have vot 
E - warksguy dead i T1 it lelf, Jam, 2. I7. The De- 
bf $6 believe, ang tremble, verſ, 19; It were a 
ftrapge Dogrips to ſay that”a dead Faith , ar 
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7. "oem Seen - SES 
fay.: "Come ye bleſſed. becauſe. you did be- _ 
| heve,bur becanfe. ye fed the bungery, gavearink, 


-ro'the thirfty; vloathed the naked, and dillſuch. © 
like works of mercy, Mat. 25. 35.  Belides, © - © 
Paul dilativg himſelf at large upon this ſub-. - 
je, concludes, that although,you have' nee -. 
ver ſo much faith, and in never ſo great per- | 
feRion, as evzntobe able to remove moun-- 
rains, yetif you have-not Charity , It will 
ayail you nothing, 1 Cor,/13. per tor. 3 
This being ſo, I hold ic frivolons ro be nice 
in chooſing any - Religion, I would have 
| every one be confiant inthe Religion he was: 
 firſtbroughr up in, and bend all his Care,vot 
ro ſeek another, bur to live vprightly ,: well- 
and juſtly in his own : Chriſt looks upon the - 
heatr.. He regatds not it what Religion you- - 
Jive, bur is wholly attevt co what.,.and how. 
you work. Thus / extend charity;\whilt'7: -* ; 
' admit that men in all Religions tay befſaved, bt} 
- It they live well. /c is againſt Chriſtian do. uy 7 
ty to ſay that a man ſhall be damned. meerly-* 
becauſe: he isnor of ſuch an expreſs Religions: 
and” becauſe he is forſooth of that Religiopg- 
alchough he live never ſo- leoſely , yer he 
may be ſaved, Chriſt commands us. norts: , 
jadge-our neighbour , yer this Religion,con-: 
demns people to Hell , withour ſeeing their: 
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mixed wirh female gravicy; norbeiog able to 
contain -her ſelf any longer , broke out into 
 cheſe words. | 


- 


" Predeftination makes all Religions vain, 
* Will nor'examine the lacrer part of your 


world with the mask of Religion, If I were 
diſpoſea'te maintain # Religion, I could an- 
ſweryou, that your dotrine would ſure ber- 
rer with therimes that flouriſhed in the Law 
of Nature, then with theſe dayes, in which 
the Law of Grace gives life ro believers, Be- 
cauſe Grace ( as theſe hold) is the ſoul of 
faich, and unleſs che works of faith be anima- 
ted with this foul; they are dead. Now re- 
+... member what you yonr' ſelf ſaid of a dead 


primitive faithful had bt ove Soul, AR, 4.32. 
that is, they had bur one only vivifying grace, 
and conſequently bnr one fairh, Now diver- 


muſt needs ſpring from diverfity , contra- 
/. riety and fallity of faichs, And if your 
charity extend ir ſelf co ſave all choſe «chat 
work well with any faich in avy Religion 
- | WAat® 


-The Gemfleweman, with a ſmiling diſlike ' 


difcourfe, which rends onely to delude the 


** faith. Moreover, I conld rell you, that the . 


firy , Coxrariety and falſity of Religions | 


"j 


of « Seeker. , I's 
whatſoever , it muſt of neceffity embrace all 


thoſe that wotk well with a falſe erroneous 


_ or impious faich, You might as well dilate- 


your charitable bowels a liccle more, and 1n- © 


cinde alſo a vatural faith, and ſo make Hea- 


chens, Turks and Jews, rhatlive well,co be- 


of the eleR and choſen people of the Lard. 
Burt let them char are fond of Religion anſwer 
for themſelves, 1, atpreſent, have againſtthe 
firit pa:t of your opinion, and ſay rhar. 3c 


hach no ſubſiſtance; becauſe ic layes a {ups, 


' poktion repugnant to evident; Texts. of Scrt= '- 


prure, When you ground your Religian n 
your oood works, you ſup 


out your Hoft, - By which you ſhew;, that 
| yon are ignorant in che fundamentals of Rev 
ligion , otherwiſe you woyld hive . noted 
how ofcen , and how clearly the Word of 


God ſpeaks againſt you. Hearken, 1 pray ;, - _- 


) poſe thar man hach _.. 
ree-will. and ſo you make your coun. with - - 
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All in all things Gad doth nork., Eph, It1. © 
All onr works O Lord, thou haſt wrought to ms, 
Iſa,26.12. Iknow O. Lord, that mans way _ © 


i not in his hands, my iw his power to direfs hu 
Feps, Jer. 106.23, Andthere is woevilinthe 
City, which the Lord hath nor done, | Amos 
3. 6. Becanſe as elay in the band of the Pot> 
ter, to order it at his pleaſure, ſo are we 1 
the hands of the Lord , that. he may reward 
them , 


\ 


a liketh hin beft, Ecclef, 33,12, You . 
Fen B 23 --: YL ce ow ;' 


Q An Inuitatio 


ſee how plain the Scripture ſpeaketh,* As the 
clay workerth norhing , not can make ic ſelf 
4 veſſel of honour or wrath , bur wholly de- 


», 3 


pendsof the Potter; So man can concur no- 


rhing to his own good or evil deeds, buc 
works them all in 20d by. Chriſt , as Chriit 
hinfelf reſlifies. 7/ithout me you can ds no- 
thing , Job. 15. 5. Therefore all good.and 
evil ts from,Chcilt alone, and nothing at all 
from man, For 7 argue thus : Eicher man 
by firergth of Free-will can do'ſomething , 
or nothing :  f ſomerhibg,though never ſo 
lictle, then Chritt dorb nat ſay true 2: if ne- 
thing, then to what.purpoſe do we labour 
co do good works, : which are not in our pow- 
er, butin Gods hand alone, | 


Wherefore we may leave off to ſearch any. 


forther into the thing call'd Religion : Foc 
every one of rs is either Pcedeſiinar, or Re- 
probar, He that is Predeftinart , let him not 


+. care whar life helives ; for he ſhall certainly 


29 to Heaven, becauſe he is one of the Ele, 
Buc' he that 1s already made Reprobate, ler 
him hve as well as he will, and do as many 
good works ashe pleaſe, he ſhall notwith- 
THndine bt as.certaiply damned,as.it is impoſ- 
'Gble for arepiobar ro be ſaved, Therefore {et 


every ore live merrily, and make the beſtuſe 


'of his time that he can, andin the end.rake 
the doom which Ged has prepared jor hitn, © 


The 


/ 


"Of @"Seeker, 21 
'The third Gentleman;hewing unwilling- 
neſs ro offend her, t turned himſelf £0 me,and 
ſaid,” _— [-. 


” 


ue barge Jour Religion as the time changeth, : 


JReedinacion ig point of great ſubci ty, 
. which this Gevelewonan comptehel ds 
not; for ſhe neither makes ir cohare in. ic 
ſelf, nor doth rightly deduce.ir,.. {* have 
beard i it diſcuſſed by choice wits, who pt oye 
evidently out of Paul, and other Scri wh 
char 1t. doth not hinder or hurt man” - Fiberh | 
B-cauſe,as I remember,” ore of they, ; 
char Px edeRination; i 15.20 2X in God, 
NONE ano:her act in the c vine Vial rl: 
o, that ſees All our r 200d works; "Sg | 
BY firſt ſees 2 man's,g00d works , 7 ang Th 
doth predeſtinate. him © bo Andheg oth ever. 
predeſlinate any man before he hach bi py 
final 200d works. - Toſpmuch, as th 
working well hath ſome priority co th 
of. Pre eſtination ; So. that if -yo0. KP ne 
work-well finally, you ſhall be ſaved; -if nor, 
you ſhaſl,.be reprobar, Not well; firſt, 
ſaid they., God decrees to ſave every man 2? 
2 By -. _ 


ch 
5 
i 


/ 


- Y22 A#' ImuUttatian 


For he will have; all men'to be ſaved, and to - 
come to the hnowledge of the. Trath, 1 Tim, 
2.4. Then he decrees to give ro every | 
one , ſome divine help that may conduct 
him to Heaven - Then he' ſees who will 
Jay hotd of ſuch a help, and who will not; 
who goes forward concurring ,with divine 
favours, and who cuts them off; who perſe- 
vers to the end in good, and who fails in the 
clofing- of life, Theſe decrees ( faid rhey) 
are alcogether in the ſame inſtavr of Erec- 
nity, buc with a certain prioticy and diftiriRi- 
oo in figns, I did not underfiand them per- 
fey ,, bur I perceived thar they concluded, 
thar our finall working well is precedent, 'and 
that. God's predeftivativg is ſubſequent ; and 
chat theſe acts agree as well rogerher, as doth 
che Wages with the VVarkman or che Law- 
rel with the Copquetour. Others. explica- 
ted Predefiination another way , but all did 
conſent char Free-will 1S1n no wiſe endama- 
gedby ic, but preſerved encice, 
Cr Tn c crime of, this Diſpute ,' one of the 
Doors roſe up, and turning bimſetf'to the 
multicude, thar ſtood gaping co hear them, 
aid With a loud voice : This matrer 1s fub- 
Time, and requires” deeper ſpzculation, then 
Is commonly found in people, that have only 
2 ſuperficial knowledge, Cerrain perſons, 

who wart the gronnds , that coſt Learned 
; , mey 


*- 
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-men miny' years labour beſore rhty 'contd 
rightly nnderftand and poſſeſs them ,, * do 
boggle and-fatrer , ang) fumble ar che'coh- 

_ -xemplacion of this} Dre d$imyſery; They 

would fooner*ſxve their Souls by hearkening 

. humbly:, then by-a daring'fighe above: rheir 
Capaciry. Bur ler us leave this argilitis' to 
great Doftors, and ler ns ſpeak ini plaits rerins, | 
more cafe to be underſtasd. oo 

Madam, in che ſenſe that you alledge the _ 
opinior, ir cannot ſtand- with/God's Juflice, 
and it doth deſicoy his Goodneſs. The Bible 

1s full of. Gods render love towards man, 

Ic is nor loye, but an effeR of hare, tode- 
cree mins erernal ' to: ment without” avy 

. Cauſe given by man, + It is not juſtice; bac 
crubley co:condemn man to eternal deat ; 
for that which God himſelf forced him-t6 do. 
Wherefore if - God'be evod and jult, rhe 
reaſon why: mawr is predeRtinar, or reptobate, _ 
myſt come from man working, not from \ 
God forcing. 'This truth is fo "ofcen repea- \J 
red in the Bible,thac wharſsever the opinions 

of School-men may be, concerning che nith- 

ner of explicating Predefliation,, ir is coA- 
ſonant to the ſweer and juſt proceeding: of 
the Eord, that man be either faved or dam- 
ned for kis own good of evitdeeds. Befides, 
you controdi&t your ſelf : For fir you affirm, 
char man bach no Free-will , chen you 
B 4 _ - add 


! 
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add yery ipconſequently, char hemay live as 
. well as he will, and 'do:as many good works 
as he pleaſe, *exhort o him at levgth cohve 
; merrily , and to- e che:beft-ule of his 
time'that he can, ' You ovghrrather to have 
. aid, chart rhe Lord may do tirhido, and with 
bim,what he will and what he pleaſe;2nd then. 
| havecntreated the Lord romake bim inerry, 
and grant him a cheerful uſe of his-cime. Bur 
you <efire poor Man to do; what immedi - 
ately; betoreyou-laboured to: perſade him 
-wag impoſſible co be done, Jo; which your 
ropgue doth+naturally bew: ay the igno:ance 
you have of che myſtery. 

. Upon man's freedom /plantmy: Religion: 
Free-will is.a moſt noble-exceltency., char 
diftipgniſherh manfrom brute beaſts andigives 
him ample ſcope to exerciſe rhe power » "that 
I8-proper to his divine extraftion, - Where- 
fore ſeeivg that nothipg is more contrary to 
che dignity of man, than to: be; ryed':and 
| bound co a Religion:, andi nothing 4s more 
-oreeable to his nacnte. then to'dorfand iun- 
_ do; co take, apd refuſe ; .to pur on-and put 
off; to change. and alcer at; his pleaſure; / 
conclude: that. every: man.aught to” embrace 
che Religion as -ir/rpps_currenr in cthe- times, 
Tr 1s agreat art to-ſail wich-any wind ;.and it 
is 0O leſs wiſdom to walk to heavem'in any 
Religicn, '/ithe Religion-grow old; Rate; out 

_of 
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of date-ot -fafhion,, why: ſhould our: il 
be compelled ro wear whar- others caſt off > 


{f the Religion ir ſelf change , how care 
and"(he- Religion agree rogerher , unleſs we 


- frame. oar dictamens to: the Religions: bn- 
- Move? He world have ſpoken! more; bur. 


the- Lady took him- up ſhore, wih a quick 

m2tioh-both'of -congne and body and: deli- 

vered her mind chus, 19 i Thi 
| *."5{ij G&I 
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Bar) not" your Religio ſoar «bove Refine: 

Ou ratk- of Religion , AS if Ic wete” = 
idle ipvention; You” compare ir t&'4 

RY which 'is alrere& 53t the AcklenelPdc 

z fancy, which no man is obliged ro' follow, 


and every one may change at tis pſeafilfs, 


This: is contraty to the frairr of tormer ages, 
when Chrifizns uck ſo- cloſe ro feet "il, | 
char rather *than forgo; "they were 
rent'to hizzard their lives and fortnyes 7 


-by ſuch conſtancy Heaven was peopled” With 


co maintain my belief , or this loſing. 
means toſecure- my conſcietite, I confefs* 
is a doRrine which che Spirit hath nor yer 


Mattyrs, © Alchough for my pare, this 2 


eight: me, And you: muſt know char *the 
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26 An” Invitateon 
ſpicic:eeacheth afl-eruch. ' And alchoyeh” I 
: ſay it; Land as well verſed t in the ſpirir , as 
any: other wharſoeyer of my years : - For I 
* have rhade. ic my ovly ftudy from my infancy 
- 10 underfiand che Bible perfe&ly well. Now 
-whar-thonld inſtru& man , bur the ſpicir of 
-aan >' ' And,,what is mans ſpirit /buc' hae , 
by which he lives> As I cannor live by your 
ſpicic, nor you by mine,, ſo neither of. ns 
Can underſtand whar the Spirit of the Lord 
ſpeaks, toour neighoour, Ir is not the our- 
ward preaching that Corb the deed « itis the 
ſpiric char moves, If you preach, and T'art- 
cend pot ,. alt. that you ſay is. vain babling, 
The ſpitic mult inform , and ic muſt inform 
According: ta My capacity, I cannot be ob- 
liged c to believe.moxe, thap -my ſpiric is able 
codicefs me, Nor can my ſpitic make me 
comprebepd more, then what my forces at - 
Aka . The ſpitic, reaſon, and my forces 
the ſame, -.It were inconfitent- with 
nature to, requite from him a belief , 
Gould tranſcend his, forces ,.ox-exceed 
reach. of his reaſon, Believe therefore 
porkocig and as far as reaſon. leads you, The 
WAY is a bligd-power , apd-ſees no more 
P xheo, whac. Reaſon dictazes, , You cannor 
-wichone violengs: cali her inco- hackles,when 

Arplon. TeEpu 

bac ;ndeemen | is, thathe were; -avceaſas- 
able, 
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able, that would have a man imbrace a Reli-_ 
eion above his reaſon, or captivate his under. 
ſtapding to impoſſibilicies, The, holy Scri- 
prure doth often inculcar this doArine unto 
us, Hearken how expreſly, My Command 
* wot hidden from thee, nor ts far off ;, It us 
»ot in Heaven, wether ts it beyond the Sea,h 
it. is near thee, and 1n thy heart, Deat, 30, 

Whoſoever hath the Spiric of the Lord fe 
plainly , that thou ate nor commanded t6;be-> 
lieve thivgs above thy capacity , or beyotid 
thy reach,” but ſuch onely as are within the 
compaſs of thy, power, : And to go no. fut- 
ther; what do we pretend at preſenc-, but 


onely ro ſhew who harh the beſt reaſon for 


Religion, and who hath che ſirongeſt ar- 
o1yments to maintain ir, provided that all 
be confirmed by the Word of God, I have 
no thought of drawing you to me, ante 

Reaſon covvince you, And I do vor ſee; 


- /why Tſhovld come co any of you, unleſs the 


firength of Argument forces me, Thetgs 
fore, ſeeing every one hath briefly laid on 
nis mind, ler vs try what metral our wics ami 

ropgues are'made of, | fl 
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_ CHAP. X. 
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The C eference; 7s terrnped 


His theedh” was ADL, wa applauſe, 
"and che diſpute b:gan wich modeſt pio- | 
ele, and. qyzer replies; but bz. little and 
Hictle it grew. war, Contrary opinions 
could pever 'Mect, withour. claſhivs Rea- | 
ſon oppoſed. Reaſon, Anthotity - fa: -<d An- 
Any , and Scripture. fought againſt Scri- 
Eveiy',ons. pretended. ra. have the 
Grd 'of God clear for himſelf, apd made 
wr gle, rroops. of Scripture. march yp in-his 
own 1} AER bur' rhey. were alwayes bearer 
ack by other forcible Scriptures. In thi; 
pl © the Wojren ont did the; Men. \ The 
gps. Lady \ was {0 nimble at_.it,, that ſhe 
ſkemed rather co ſpeak Scripture, then Cite 
b-.- E's Which ſhedid with ſo good 2, grace, with 
I kandſom a « delivery, and. with fo free 2 
| ore, "that if Pay! had vor commanded Wao- 
men not to teach , I won!d give her my vote 
to be preferred to the firlt Chair of the Uni- 


y _ 

5/36 Fiend, that jncuilaced me, had hicher- 
to been Glent , when on the ſuddain he 
-Chavged colgur and countenance, declaring $Oy 

Is 


" 


4 


, 


authority to ſpeak. Your ſpirits ( ſaid be) 


jarre among themſelves, | The Spiric, of the. 


Lord takes poſſeſſion of my tongue, com-. 
manGing me topreach, and you co hear iun- 
cont;ovlable yerities. We all curned cowards 
him with amazement, expecting with. reve- 
rence what the voice of this new ſpirit would 
celiver, He began chus: 


CIEA Fe. bot 


Homour the Lord alone, and live by pare ſpirit. 


LL o004 Religions ſeek ro honour the, 


Lord, Conſequently thar Religion 
mult be che beſt ,. which honours the Lord 
mo. All honour and olory ought to be 
given to the Lord , and tothe Lord alone, 
No creature is tobe admitted to partake with 
him in a point, wherein he is ſo jealous, chat 
he promiſeth wot to give his honaur to any other. 
Eſa, 42. 8, Do nor injure the Locd,, or vio- 
Jace narure. That honour is ſtolen fromthe 
Lord, which is given to graven images, Fly 
Idolairy ; or to Angels ani Saints, 'who nei- 
ther ſee you, nor hear you, nor know DOC 
you, O fly, fly. Idolatry : Or to mortal __ 

woe 
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of 4 Seeker, 23. 
his exotick mottons and geftures, that. ſome. £ 
| internal impulſe gave him more then humane. 
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quals, Will 'you ill reczin and practiſe 
tophane Idolaccy 2 Capping, bowins: kneel- 
189 and rhe like, are meer humane invenci- 
oy, they were heretofore given to Idols ,. 
anddo yerſmell of abomination and ſuper- 
 fiition; I hope thar the friends of the Lord ,. 
x; they are zealous in cheic mind rodeteft, So 
- .,. [they will be efficacious in chetr carriage to 
'  _ abdlich the rags of Idolatiy... © © On 
- *., _ O Deaceſt Brechren and Sifters, Adore, 
I command you1n ſpiric and'icuth. - Toadore 
iy ſpirit excludes all corporal ſuperflnicies , as 
'.. "goldin icopuricy admics no droſs. To adore 
+  Wn'ttuch; is to baniſh from the hear the 
' - _ worlds falfiry, which conſiſts chiefly im ly- 
\ ' Ing. cheating, couſenins, andthe like, Be- 
hold how palpablychar Religion exceeds the 
- Feſt, which having been lacely fornd ove by” 
- cercamillamioared perſons, walks inthe way 
\. of pure ſpiric, /cis a Religion rhar doth 
\ fo excellently well refine ont Nives, char we - 
_ « © arrive to have our Yea, yea; and onr nay, 
' Biy : that we come not co rerainfalfity in 
onr” bnying and felling, no dupliciry in our 


vared iv fpirir, that, ir regards rot the body ; 


a crearme, * It'is fo ſolicttons to be-veſted 


whoby Natures rule are no mare then your | 


©” - words, nodeceic in our ations, . It is ſo cle-| , 
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_ irs (6 encirely addiaed ro hononr i Lord, | bi 
that it diſdaing to ſloop ſolow, as to bow to \. 
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_ les did rejoyce in ſoffering. forthe hiſag' | 


| cured bythe children of the-blind world ide”: 
the fetvour of | reaching;.” O'Men and Wo-' 


Your hearts to the freedom of che Chillten 


| me, acend-ro-the\ ſpiric chat ſpeaks,..'Bly 7 
|: fin, and. you ſhall be happy. Purifie: your - - T4 


of ſported; you ſhall. be chrowo.from (the; 
| face of che Lord, ' Every light aRtion,/ eve» 


|. be your eternal ruine. Every flipis a down». 


| val fire, If your Eye offend you, if youre, 
' }. Fooe ſcandalize you, plock it our, cot «offs: 
{| and awaywithir, Forif-you Gep afide, or 
| ] ladk awry , or think amiſs, hope nor for. 
| | Hopes: One fingle e707 , imperteiov. oe. 
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with che lie of Jeſs Chriſt, tha aochie by 


the Goſpel, To ir doch glocy rhat ir is = 


men, charpretend to ſave your Souls, 
the Spirit ,» not the Body : follow incerioe 
feclivgs , nor corporal ſenſes 2 Rife ypto a 3 

pitch of perfe&tion , thac may feed the foul,” 'J 

and be aſhamed co raft of the .dregs of 1niqui--  Þ} 
ty; preſented unto you in che foul cup, which: 
uſeth co be carowſed by ines O raiſe 


of. Jeſus Chriſt, and exempt your ſelves from 
che chraldoma of Satan, ©! all you that hear 


minds , and . you ſhall ſee che Lord, ; Taker | 
heed, beware, look to it, If you betaimieds. 
ry impercinept ſmile ,- or vain chonghe-may- 


fall , every Rumble a precipice, and every; 
caſt.of an unbridled eye caſis you'into'ecers ; 


ders 
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"£n Rep aniate- 6 | 


5A creg , though dever 15 enter; light', : Or” 
all; d; no; yot crernal: y, Unjeſs you live- 
as F8efrom hn; and:as perfect as is: your.ecer- 
a Facher; you are loft Children forever. 
" .He/bid much moteto the ſaine: purpoſe, - 
- which made' ns:ak{ aſtoniſhed ,'2nd vo man 
' knewanitheſuddainavhir to reply. + Ts 
x The day: 'being far ſpenc., and; cime. aiic< . 
” _ ing:co diſcuſs this-marter , we reſalved 'ro | 
| have another _— Ar che TR COnveni» | 1- 
| "i Saks Vs | 74-3 
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Who the Seeker aid after. the Conference | 


-Y Retired home with my' bal full of con- 
faſion;* with a combar 16 my brains, with 
*-- a" diſorder in all my..powers, Sleep fled. 
| from” mioe'eyes, and'I revolved. in my. mind 
| - What had paſied, bur was notable co judge 
|. of- itz nor fro approve or diſapprove - avy - 
F chitg.” :All ſeemed probable," yer nothing | 
Every opinion fivgly by icſelf car-. 
ried” s Thee: of truth with ir, buc compared 
SOS; loft-irs' varniſh; - Ir was a paradox 
ome; char: np $20 hould prove his'opi- }. 
Mo by plain-and clear Scriprure , op" char. }_ 
NOOR apain ſhould be conjured wes evi- ] 
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"by 
" Gene Seripure I ltd think no otherwiſe - 
of its chat eich her Scripture; was conraryi. . 
ro. it {clf,, which I could nor beleive, eeing 
the boly, Ghoſt. was. the author of ic, or elſe 
thac the.placesciced by chem werenox eight. 
ly oderfiood. Which if ſo," I knew -nor 
_ wharco do, nor whicher-co g0,norco.whom 
__.orepair,. chac. 7 might have the true mean» 

iog-.of it, _ Then 1: began to_conkder. rhis: 
new Religion , which if .ic ſhould chance. et 
prove.the tive one , 1did-not ſee how'iris 
- poſſible for.a man co laugh: .avy more, or.to 


oF be mecry,. or co hope ſalvation, and not.de- 


J fpair - For who can live with the exact tis 
1 -gor which this Religion requires? At 
| there Occurred co my mind 'a good! honeſt 

| Protefianc Gencleman, whoſe es I 
Y- ask; and.with che quiet IT Sg 
4 ganco —_ 
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a CHAP. * XIII. 
A refuition pon _E one oY the Foreſaids op 


wnond, 


M catochramiataioge es 
1 - many) who: 2 x he be one tos 


4 { _ Trecounted d oncobim the whole fins 
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Az 1rutation 
Of my ſoul, with all che pallages'as I have 
pox relared' them, He ſmiled upon me ; 
an&pirttied my cife, 'butremirred/me for'fur- 
her infiruRiion to an! acquainrance of his, 
I- prefled him hard, 'that he wotild atleaſt 
vive me his'opinion couchryg the conference, 
Thos then (aid he) in brief to every one 
-.To'the firſt, TFfatth alone be ſufficient , - 
chenclearicis that igood works are ſuperfly- 
ous. ” Buc if faith. wichour works bs dead, 
and profir nothing, then eicher [ames, Mats 
thiw and-Pau! , muſt be daſhed otir of the 
Bible-,- or the former opinion miſt needs 
fall, -: *- Sg oe 
/\-To'the ſecond, Tf all that live well ſhall 
be ſaved, and ic b= charity tohotd fo: I do 
not fee why all thatlive ill, ſhould nor be par- 
doned, and why it ſhould not be charity to 
hold ſo, _ If falvarion or pardon depend up- 
on your hofding the opinion, 1 beſeech you - 
to holdir, But. if. chey'depend upon Chriſt, 
your holding or not holdivg the opinion , 
will 'avay little ,. unleſs you-hold with Ghrift, 
To live wellin a Religion is like the walking 
well of a Traveller, To walk firong is 
excelled: good ras; long as you arecan the 
rightiway; But agfoom'as you-'once Rept:ojit 
of -It, yoor walking: well will rever-bring you 
to your-Journeys'end, . He doth i” 
« like 
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like a friend, thar endeavonrsro put you in. = 


20ain, And if avy ove under pretence” of 
charity, ſhould ſooth' yotr up with a petſwa=- 
hon, thatir matters not what way 'you go; {ſo 
you walk with firengeh;you would eivehim 
{mall chanks for his charicy; whep/atthedais 
end you. find your errror-withour remedy, 
and then you would perhaps rememberthac 
they did-not ſay ill, whotold you ' before- 
hand, rhac you would repent your ſelf too 
lace, In che ſame manner: ic is thepart of a 


. good  Chriltain ro admoniſh you :of' your 


ercon', when you walk in a Religion tha: 
was never trodden by: Chriſt or his follow- 
ers And it you conſider the chibp well, 
you have no reaſon co charge them with utt= 
chacricable 'affeion , who groundedly urge 
you to prevent the danger of falling into the 
company: of thoſe, who in the day of Judge* 
ment ſhall with biccer, but barren grief | 
out.: Fe have ſftrajed from the way of truth: 
the ſun'of mndersauding hath uot riſen nto us : 
and 'the way'of the Lord we never knew, Wild. 
: Torhe xhizd. To have no Religion , is 
co rakes away the fruit of Chrifls Patſion, 
His-{yffetings/ would be in vaid , the preach- 
0s of the Apoſites fruftrace, all divine ;pro- 
miſesand threats ro no purpoſe, If we have 
=o{ibercy tocxecnte; we have no reaſon. co 
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regard what is commanded, If neceſſficy 
force us , tt ts ſenſleſs thzac Jultice ſhould 


caaltiſe us ;. more ſenſleſs ic 1s to lay indi(- 
cretion to Gods charge, for commanding 


' Us fo work, our Salvation, and to work till he 
comes, Luk, 19. 13. 


| Becauſe thts Command 
would be impoſſible or frivilous. Por it is 
either given to all, or. to the choſen onely : 


* Tf co all, it is impoſſible , becauſe the Repros 


bat cannot work their ſalvation, If ro the 
choſen only, it is frivoions, becauſe before 


they. work, or wherher they work or no, 


chey are ſure to be ſaved, 

To the fourth, To make my Religion a 
Wearhec-cock, that may be tvrned. with rhe 
blaſt of any fick braio, 1s to deſtrroy rhe p: tn- 
Ciples.of wiſdom, Prndence vſeth tobe (iay- 
ed, .ſober and: conſjant, which qualicies are 
wanting to a faith that wavers, By preaching 
to: Erhnicks and Gentils, you may perhaps 
eain them, but you ſhall nor have the lauda- 
bility. of conſerving. them ; if you make ir 


| Jawtul for them to ſerve tbe times, and ſack 
the corruption of every deprayed age. This 


fickleneſs, and murabiliry cannot challenge 
co it ſe]f the denomination of perſevering to 
the end, and therefore cannot deſerve to 
expeR the reward due to a Perſeverance. 

\ The fifth opinion, ' which rakes Reaſon 
for the rule of Faith, and will not bow-to-an 


autho< , 
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authority that eowereth above her capacity, 
hach much of char havghty ſpirit, that pre- 
cended to raiſe his throne above the Heavens, 
and equalize the Higheſt, He that will nor 
Roop to the Majeſty of Gods Authority 
ſpeaking , preſumes to erect his creſt above 
the clonds, Who cancomprehend thazGod 
1s one alone in three Perſons? that he crea-« 
red all thinzs of nothing ?. that the: ſecond 


— 


' - Perſon not the firlt or third ) was made man. 


in one Perſon and wo Natures > that God 
ſhould be bofn of a Virgin, ſuffer, and dye > 
thac a Man (hall ceme to examine and judge 
all the choughrs; words, ard aKions of the 
| Whole progeny of Adam ? and that he ſhall 
pronounce av 1trrevoceble Sentence of eter* 
_ ral life , and ecernal death } A Batt cavnot 
gaze tipon the Spn . much leſs can the weak 
eyes of Reaſon fx their view upon the rayes 
of theſe ſuperceJefizl myſteries. The office 
of reaſon is not to dive into the Diyine ſe- 
crets, bur ro ſearch our convincing argu- 
ments, that may evidently prove the credi- 
bility of Gods ſpeaking, Which done, Rea- 
ſon ceaſeth; and. there ariſeih in the will 
a ſtri& obligation ro command a firm belief 
of the myſteries revealed by Gods ſpeaking , 
becauſe God, if he ſpeak, mifi of neceſſity 
ſay rrue, So chat Reaſon, like a Gemleman- 
_ uſher, leads che Will up to the door of the 
| ; - 2 Pres 
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Preſence-chatnber,' and rhen-retires. ' After 
which, the Will leaning no longer upon 
Reaſon, 'changerth arms, and relies her fairh 
 uponthe cettaitty that God ſpeaks, and the 
4, evidence, that he cannor lye. But theſe things 
are out of my road. þ 
_ The la(t opinion , becauſe it is new, will 
not want followers. Apprentices, Serving- 
men, and Waliting-maigs, I warrant you, will 
Dock co ir : For this Religion makes them ar 
firſt Rep equal ro their Maſtery --and gives 
them a friendly leave to fic down with their 
Miſtreſs, One degree more will make the purſe 
common, and perhaps the moit needy will 
grow the moſt perfect. Some knaviſh wir 
feeling the ſweet of enjoying other men's la- 
bors, may be an eafie contemplation bring 
forth anorher Religion, which may give him 
coutage to keep whact this Religion helps 
him:co-ger. And then he that is now ſc:u- 
pulous 1 buying and ſelling , will ſwallow 
down the ſcruple, if you talk of reſtoring. 
To the eflential point of this Religion , 
1 ſay, that no man can honour another un- 
leſs he do abaſe himſelf, And he honovrs the 
Lord moſt, thar is moſt vilified in his own 
& foht, Humility hath an eye that can ſee no 
good, bur evil it ic ſelf, and on rhe contra- 
ry candifcern no evil, bur good-m others. 
And therefore ſhe being defirous that Smt 
WET. | | thing 
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thing may. Rand in its proper place,rejoycerh 
be purcin the-lowett; \ Pride! and Zacofer 
joyn -hands together, You need ng grexer 
fign to know a proud man, then co ſeetharhe 
will vor Roop : He refaſsth to boi, ' be- 
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kauſe he feels ſomething in himſelf rhat fuge + 


veſts unto him that he is ſuperiour , or at 
Jealt equal co others, This motion hath vo 
divine ſavour in it : For the Spiric of Jefus 
Chriſt reacherh you ta bow'co the meanelt ; 
the ſpirit of Zucifer will not have you 'toop 
' to the highel}, 

As forthe honour given tolmages, Saints 
or Angels, I know there is much rugging 
about it, Ir ought. ro be: decided by” ce 
Word of God , which 1 wil not venture 6 
do; becauſe whatſoever conceit , they who 
read the Bible may have of rheqſelves. T 
| dare not preſume to be more, then were 
the Apoſiles before Chriſts Reſurrection, 
who were not able to underfiand the Scr1- 
prures (although they were able ro read them 
in their mother rongue ) until Chriſt bad. 
opened their anderanding aud the ſenſe or mean- 
eng of them, Luk. 24:25, 

= he laft parc of chis opinion. being: Fu 
ken/xo an Auditory , that holds /no: + bird 
© place berween Heaven and Hell , doth very 
well: co inculcare damnation to all choſe, char 
vc the ſmalleſt ſing: For ſeeing ir iscer- 

6 tall 
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tain that no fin, how little ſoever it be, can. 
enter into; heaven, Reve/, 21, 37. icis clear 
io cheir principles, chac both the fin and che 
firner muſt go down inco bell, E, 


With you good patience, I will cell you 


arefletionT nofe to make vpon this point, 


—_— 


Cas TO RET” ; «alu 


CHAP, XIV, 


How he ought to live that demies Purgatory , 


and what is to be ſaid of him that believes it, 


| Will nor diſpuce, whether or no there 
be ſach a place as ſome call Purgatory, I 
only ſay that whoſoever denies ic, obligeth 
himſelf ro garty aheavy burden, whereas it 18 
certain, that The joke of Chriſt #5 ſweet, and his 
burthen & light, Matt, 11. 30, . Mark now. 
The Word of God {aith in many places;that 
there is a diſinRion besrween fivs and fins, 
, that ſome ate greater, ſome are leſs, [ohr 
faich that there 15 a fin to death, and a fin not 
 todeath, 1 Tohs 5, 16, Chriſt ſaith thar 


ſome ſins are guilty of 4 Council , others of 
Tudgement, and others of Hell , Matt, 5.23. 
But he char denies Purgatory , ſayes that 


all fins whatſoever they be, are_ fins. to 


FF -geath;, hell and damnatiov, And — 


"— 


| 


; 


bimſelt , for every fin chat he commiteth., 
how light ſoever -it be, to be liable ro <ter= 
pal torment; ' This is a hard cask : It is hard, 
and ſo hard, that it brings the. hope of ſal- 
vation into a very narrow compalſs' : For it 
1s morally impothible that a man'veited with 
corruptibilicy ſhonld conſe: ve himſelf. any 
long time from falling into ſome fin or other, 
ſeeing the ju5 man falls ſeven times a day » 
Prov, 24. 16. We know well enongh, chat 
xs long as.we live 1D this morcal life ; we are 
ſurrounded with enemies, that we have tray- 
tors 1n our bowells,thar we tread upon ſnares, 
and cannot breath withour danger : we know 
that aur covgue,, off eyes, and our ſenſes ; 


chat our body , our fleſh, and our appetites; 
' that our very ſoul, and the better part of us 


conſpize joyntly, and ſeverally 2gainſt ns to 


.defile ys, toentrap and ruine vs. Yet he 
that will admic oo third place between Hea-, 


ven and Hell', muſt neceſſarily profefle- to 
have Hell for his ecernal- habitation, if inthe 


mid of all theſe aſſaults, he doth not guard 


his interior as'free from all ſpor. ſcar, wound 
or blemiſh, as is the eternal Father, This 
opinion: cannor be propoſed wWithour hot» 


rour , bor imbraced - with prudent hope., * 


becanſe- ir maks our life ' unſupportably. tediy 


- 
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he by his own tenets muſt of neceſſity oblige. 


Qus, and our ſalyation impoſſible is prafines” 
; . For 


42 An Invitation 
Por he thar cleaves cothis opinion, doth ve- 
xy imprudently hope to be ſaved, znleſs he 
reſolve to renoence the uſe of his ſenſes, to: 
make a divorce be:ween his will 'and his ap- 
petites; to retire himfelf wholly from the 
company, of men, and there live abſirated 
from all fancies , thoughts and defires, He 
char doth this, doth ſomerhing ;' bur it is 
not ſufficient, uvleſs at his departnre, he leave 
himfelf behind him : For when he kes upon 
his death bed, deprived of ſenſe, and almoſt 
of firergth, he ſhalf be encompaſſed with 
thouſands of temptations , both within and 
wirhour « from above and from-beneath, and 
from all fides : Yer this man makes it an ar- 
ticle of his faith, that che day is loſt, and 
that his Salvation is deſperate, if Saran can 
bur couch him with a fivg , though the ve- 
nom paſſe not to his heart, Can a nfan be- 
heve this co be crne,, and yet live grithout 
invumerable anxieties, or die without 1m- 
menſe fears ? | 
They who: believe there isa Purgatory ; 
hve with fewer frights, and dye with greater 
Hopes. Becauſe it 1s far eaſier to preſerve 
themſelves from groſs and palpable hos , 'as 
blaſphemy, adultery, drnnxenveſs, and the 
like, which are //»s to death, then from the in- 
mimerable darts of ſubtile cemptations,which 
are ſhot from inviſible ambuſhes, but. make 
wk p nor 


* of: a Seckex. 
got impreſſion of mort] harm, by reaſonthae” 
chey cauſe 3 only chat are nat to death, And 
when they are bronght co their laſt Agony, 
befides the manifold helps they have to keep 
Satan aloof, it is a comfort ro know that rhe: 
wound 1s not fo' deep, nor the cure fo hard, 
when the ſhafc of cempration ſcarce razerh the 
skin,when xs it pietceth che entrals:and chere=: 
tore.alchough to that laft and dreadfalcombat, * 
which Satav is permitted to give with all bis 
forces,chey ſhould receive ſome flight wound,! 
yer as long as rhey live in Chrift, they have: 
hopes to have theic wonnds healed, and rhear 
criurnph ſecure, For as it were cruelty to carry 


- maimed, bruiſed, or wounded bodies ro che 
Grave, and not cothe Hoſpiral; So it were: 


lictle agreeable to the ſweerneſs .of Chrilt's 
love,'rthar ſouls nor yer dead ro him, bur fhilt 
living by the vertue of his Merits, ſhould be 
vnmercitully buryed in Hell, and not rather 


 Charitably carried to a place , where they: 


might receive cure, They who bzlievsthere 
is a Purgatory, do not hold it of their own 
brains, bur they cite forit many. places one of-- 
the Bible, This one ar; preſent occurs. to 
my memory, The filth of the daughters of Si * 
on uf be waſhed away by the ſpwrit of judge* _ 


_ ment, and by the ſpirit of burning, 10a. 4:4. 


By the Dazghters of . S10+ , are underftood; . 
the Ele&, who being ocheryiſe beware 
ES: ave 
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 ' have notwithRanding contraſted the f/:h of 
F< ſuch /ns as are not to death, Bur becavſerhey 
I are 6ns, the Sentence ſhall paſs againſt chem 
by the ſpirit of judgement, confining them ro 
the ſpirit of fire Yet becauſe they were not. 
7 (ns to death , they ſhall not be' confined ro 
E - che fice char burns ecernally wichour purging 
or cleanſing,” bur to a fire, by whoſe ſpirit of 
burning the filth muſt be waſhed away. 

I have been free with you co*open- my 
ſenſe concerning the foreſaid opinions « I 
pray tell me with the ſame freedom what you 
chink of it, , To whom Ireplyed, 


Mn. 


+ CHAP,- XV: 
Religion ſeems nothing elſe but a probable opi- 


710», 
Have been very -atrent to all that you 
have ſaid, and ic ſeems ro me that 1cis_ 
conformable co reaſon , and that ir carries 
"with it a great probabilicy, Ic makes me in- 
' Cline to the opinion of ſome others, thar I 
| haye heard of, that Religion is nothing elſe 
but a probable opiniov. And therefore ſee- 
"Inga man may with a ſafe conſcience-follow 
avy prohable opinion, I begin to think thac 
a may be lawful ſor me.croimbrace any Reli- 
«a g10R, 


} 
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then.is good for you ro know, _ 


vion, ſeeing every. Religion alcageth grear 
probablilicies. for ir ſelf : And you have now 
broughe a probable proof for Purgatory , 
which 1 alwayes thought to.be a cheating 
invention. -. . - | _— 

The word was ſcarce out of -my mouth, 
bur he replied, 1 perceive that multipliciry 
of opinions bath troubled your judgernenc, I 
do not wonder at 1t, becauſe I was once of 
che ſame opinion, bur by the help of others 
I have learned , thac the tre Religion muſt 
be more than probable , otherwiſe ic could 
never oblige under P's pain of eternal dam- 
nation, As forWl other Religions, [ 
dare engage that a learned man, malitiouſly 


| bent ro deprave the Bible , would invent 


ewenty a day, as 202d as any of theſe, which 
malice or ignorance hath alceady brought 
forth : And he would maintain them by pro- 
babilities grounded on the Word of 'God, 


|  Ler any indifferent man or woman judge 


whether any of rhe Relioions that are. not 
yer born, or that few years ago came firſt 
co light, may. prudently be held ro be the 
Religion, which fixteen Ages paſt,Chriſt foun- 
ded, By your ood leave I will ink a little 
more ally upon this point : For although ic 
may ſcern.tobe more chen. is convenient for 
this ſhort diſcourſe, yet it will not be more, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
A probable Religion 5 19 Rel19 on, 


He Lord havin ſaid in the Old Tefta- 
mencehar all ſhontd periſh by warer,thar 
were not in the Ark of Noah, no probabili- l. 
ties covld make any man ſecure , that he. 
might eſcape in ſome other Back, or upon 
the rop of ſome Houſe , Tree or Mountain, 
And whoſoever lansghed,at Noah for his nn- 
Charicable prea. ing » Tuch a -Do&rine , 
found afterwards by his own ſad experience , 
chat all ſafety cooGfts in believing avd obey= | 
ing God, 20d not” in relying upon” humane 
Pp: obabilities. 'So Chrifl having ſaid in the 
New Teſtament,:hat He #5 the door Joh. 10.4. 
It is not prudent for any man co live, mich 
leſs todye, with a p:obability rhat he may 
enter into Heaven ar another vate , then by 
Chrit and his Religion, For as drowning 
was inevitable to all thoſe that were our of } 
the Ark, ſo becauſe Chriſt is all Troch, dam» | 
vation muf of necethity light upon all thoſe 
chat are out of Chiiſts, Religion, / bo 
The fincere Seeker muſt - round his ſearch 
vpon this principle :' Ont of C hrists Religiog 
there i5 m0 ſalvation, They he mnſtexamine 
Religion 


Religion, as wiſe men do. Jewels. A pre+ 
babiliry onely char a Diamond is tte, doch 
not invicemen to buy, bur rather holds them 
from bargaining, Ir 1s imprudence co parc 
with your money, as long as you tear you 
may be deceived; and as great imprudencejc 
is, to lay down your fear, unleſs yon be 
certain of the goodneſs of the ware, Pro. 
babilicy includes alwayes a fear of falfty,and 
chis fear cannot prudently ceaſe, till certain- 


ty of truth be diſcovered : ' For he thar Is nor. 


ſecure,muſtneeds be timorous, This 1 ſay,not 
co him char builds his ſecuricy upon the hate 
of trouble, nor to him that cleaves to rs jog 
nion, not becauſe he hath reafon for it ,,but 
becauſe he will not be moved from ir , bar 1 
ſay it co him that 1s ſertons/1n: the purſnit-of 
bic eternal welfare, /ſay.thar although he have 
all the probabilicies chat Wit and Art can in= 
vent, y2t until he be certain that he is inthe 
true Religion, no diſconrſe or argument”, -00 


authority or reaſon , no ſearch or diſigence 


ſhall ever be able (oro quier his Conſcience, 
thar he ſhall nor every now and then; hear 
ſome importune and. ſecret whiſper' of 
doubting, char he is 'notin the right. The 
which ar:the hour of his death will clambur, 
not in{his praiſe for. workivg probably , :bue 


'  fohis confufion, for believing imprudently. 
Nothipg bur certainty and infa!libilicy can 


| ' ove 
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giveground ſufficient to draw a conſequence 
char may make the imbracing of a Relicion , 


vpot which depends eternal joy or wo, with. . 


out blame ſecurely practical; That yon ma 
ſee that I ſpeak this groundedly, take this 
adverciſement with yoo, | 


: » P = . Me —_—— 


CHAP. XVII. 


Grottnds concerning probable opimons. 


_ Gbly be-propoſed, which hach not ſome 

»ood and ſome 1ll in it, as well for the affir» 
 marive part, as for the negative. 

| Note Secondly. Every moral and practi- 

cal caſe may be confidered two-wayes : Fir, 

as iris meerly. and ſimply the caſe} propoſed; 

Secondly, as it is conjoyaed with-ſome-ſecret 


Py " 
F . 
3 

F 


\ T Ote Firſt, No moral macter can poſ- 


principle, which -every one according to the ' 


_ diverſity of. circumſtances in which he is , 
ought to preſcribe unco himſelt for che rule 
of hisations, In the fi ſevſe, whatſoever 
can be propoſed , may eaſily be made pro- 
bable dy any man thar hath a natural wir,or 
ſome moderate exrent: in learning, ' In the 
ſecond ſenſe, infinice probabiliries fall co the 
ground, and he muft be a man of more then 
| | | ,/ ordivary 
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ordinary: knowledge and experience, that - ' 
can ſecure the con(ciencein the practical fole 
lowing of a probable opinion. "_ 
Note thirdly. To underſiand this well., 
that Syndece/is 1s a habic char conſerygs theſe 
two general principles : Avo;dien, gud: dp 
. good, The right praQtiſe of this habic.,, js # 
molt efficacious help co perfeRion, the; wrong 
vie thereof is the bane of Conſcience : For - 
if you ſreighcen ic, you lead to fruples ; 
if you enlarge it,; you open a gap toliberty 2 
and if you extipguiſh ir, all ſhame of finning 
is lolt, and iniquity is drook up hke water, 
Wherefore it requires a skilful direRor, ſo ro 
lead a Soul, thac neither che habic be hurr,nar 
the Conſcience wounded, | 5 
Upon this habit, men that work with dif- 
cretion and fore-fight, lay ſome other gene- . 2 
_ ralprinciple, by which chey level the medr- 'Y 
_ _atends of their particular ations, Who- "> 
ſoeyer takes any voluntary obligation upon 
himſelf, or hath any impoſed upon himby 
another , is bound by vertue of rhe. ſame 
obligation co efiabliſh in his mind ſome axi- 
om bor maxim ſuicable co the matter, Upecn 
which maxim or principle if he look, contra - 
Ty probabilities will lictle move bim; and if 
be look nor , probabilicies will never excuſe 
bim., He chat bath no ſuch general piibciple, 
lizgs Irrgſoluce , noderaled, infreri ings 'n 
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his former doings. - He is vehement co will, 
_ and as violent to leave off, As lope as he 
hath ho ſtable maxim to govery himſelf by, 
he cannorbe brought into the way when he 
= 15 out, but is upcapable of help or 'conn- 
| ſel. Leaft I ſhould proceed too far in ſpe- 
culation,, I explicate my (clf by familiar 
examples, . 


\ 
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_ CHAP. XVIII. 


Probabilities prevail not againſt gitabliſhed 
? by Maxim. 


- 


I ' co guide his actions, you ſhall ſec him live ar 
Bs + random, not unlike unto a Yeſlel, chat want- 
=. Inga Stern; Oar, or Sail, is carried hither and 
4 chicher , torward and backward, as mens 


and-down with the wind of every Couttiers 
' mouth, Bur if he oblige himſelf-ro get ho- 
nour and prefermens , and take for a prin- 
ciple , that nothing 5: to be done that may hin- 


- 


- his judgemenr, and eafily changeth his opini-- 
on, Upon every new reaſon he repents 


A | Gentleman enters to ſerve in Court, - 
If he have no general maxim, by which ' 


der andy all is to be done that may 
further it; you ſhall ſee him preſently m"_— 
OY | Is : 


wits do ebb and flow: and.he is cofled up ;þ. 


+ 
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bis a&Rions by this Rule, and become another - = | 


ray, He learns hoty ro diſtinguiſh berween 
perſavs and perſons; how to obſerve time. 
and place; when to advanee, and when to 
retreat, He is nor laviſhin word ot ggfture, 
bue' fearful at every the leaſt appearance of 
impeding his preferment. A whole army of 
reaſons will never make him yield co commyr 
an undecency , if one fingle argument point 
pur'danger of hindring his promotiov, Let 
us deſcend more to particulars, 

The queſtion is asked, Whether this 
Gentleman may without danger of puttivg 


| ſtop co his preferment , appear inthe Courr 


nat in the faſhon, Take it 1Þ the terms 
propoſed, and ic is very probable he may. 
B=cauſe the legitimate cauſe of Honour an 


_ prefermenr depends not upon his going or 
- * Dot going 10 the faſhon, bur upon is viregs, 


his good talents, worth, and noble. qualities, 
Bur as long as his ſecret incention of rilrg 
onides him, I dare anſwer ſor him, chat ths 
meet apprehenſion af the rongue of his 


. Rivals, ſhall more prevail with hjm, even ta 
make him ſpend above his ability,to be in.the 
' faſhion; thena whole volley. of probabilities 


co makehim forſake ir, 
The ſame happens in ſpiritual affairs. He 
thac hath-no fixed'maxim co fleer bis aftions 


| by, will find oyr hundreds of probabilicies - 
En. ps 2 TP "iQ 
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52. An Invitation 
ro enlarge his conſcience , to eſchew hard- 
-Chip, ro pleaſe ſenſe, and to lull himſelf a- 
ſleep with a probable perſwafop , thar the 
way , which Ciftift canght to be narrow, is 
pow become very broad, and that the eye of 
a Necdleis now grown as wide as a City 
Gate : So that nor ovly Camels, bur Camels 
with their Loads a!ſo may eafily enter into 
Heaven without looping. © Whereas this 
caſe, by the teſtimony of Chriſt was reſer- 
ved co Gods Omnipotency, He thar keeps 
before his eye ſome ſolid maxim of erernal 
verity, is fo ſireighined with divive fear, that 
- contrary probabilities cannot dilate him, 
Hence you may gather the reaſon why 
learned conſcientious men are large in' their 
opinions to others, and freight ro them-. 
ſelves. Their own motions are made by 
Needle and Compaſs, 'ard therefore in all 
variation they are timerovs, But when they | 
give. counſel to others , they anſwer to the 
plain cafe, withour having regard to the pri- 
vate axiom, which every one keeps ſecret to 
himſelf, Or if the axiom be mentioned , 
they look npon it not asa Rule , bur as a 
meer circuraſtance, and ſo it hinders nor the 
eafie_ makivg of the caſe probable, Bur if 
they be rald inconfidence rhar iris an axiom, 
and the aim of cheir private drift ; they you 
ſhall ſee them ſcropulouſly wave the difficul- 
_. = | | tY,. 
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of a - Seeker. 
cy , .and ſcarce ever be. poſitive againſt it; + 
becauſe they. feel cheir own. .conſcience 
ſcrewed into the anſwer, In this point. is 


diſcovered a true maltery of ſpiric :,1;chis 


conlilis che arc of direRing and ſecuring the: 
Conſcience, | Pu 


* 


'. CHAP. XIX.:: 


Examples out of holy Scripture of probable 
opinions againit Maxims, ck 8 


x Exatnple, en 
id -adgito ED).v7 >: ) £01 222-407 
The Maxim. The Lord copmanding by Dim- 


ſelf ought to be obeyed, Wore 


, } 


FF ic might have been lawful ro ſec afide 


this principle, The Lords Command 6 abſo- 
lately to be obeyed ; See with whae probability 
Adam and Eve mighthave diſconrſed in this 
manner,' To<car an Apples nor 1ntrinfecal- 
ly ilt;*becauſe thac which enters in; dorhnot 
defile, And perhaps ic is nor matcer ſuffici- 


' _ envi found ſo heavy-a precepr ; 'thar-rhe 


breach: thereof ſhould deſerve death, : But 


_  granc it bey yet the _ that comes from 
| | 3 
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4 An Ihunation '*" Bp 
E © eating will prevent the ill, and reconipence 
- the harm: For to know good andteril is 2 
d»ivineperfeRtion , arid will raiſe us co the - 
- - | fimilitudeof the Deity, And if we belike 
 t6 God, we ſhall be immorcal; if immorral,. 
. thenthe Serpent ſayes true, that we (hall not 
dye.. Withone doubt ic'is a good ſpiric thac 
ſpeaks, becauſe the Lord, who- creared all 
bings very goed, would never have permit- 
red anevil one to enter into Paradiſe, Beſides 
an evil ſpirir would never wiſh us ſo well, as 
to inform us with ſo much - civility of the 
high Yignity we may be raiſed unto, In trurh 
_ there is no reaſon why he ſhould forge alye, | 
ſeeing he can gain nothing by deluding us. 
The probability for Adam was much greater : 
For on the one fide he could nor forſake his 
Wife; whom the Lord had given _him-t6 
love, and live with : On the otherfkde if he . - 
did not eat, his life would be intolerable, 
becauſe ſhe' would alwaies be contriftaceds, 
. and:.chere would 'follow. z perpetual diſuni- 
' og. of ' mind and wills berween': them, 
. Again che Lord , who had conjoyned: them 
\ 1th body , could not. rationally diſapprove , 
thar' they. ſhould be uniced io mind, for the 
avoiding of innomerable diſorders. Rehold 
what they might have ſaid for themſelves. 
But their ſhrinking from this principle, The | 
Lords Command is inviotably to be NR 
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 menc, whobeing an Angel , had ſach ſhals 
low myention, 54 - 
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2 Example. 


Maxim, The Lord commanding by his Sub- 
ftitnte ought to be obeyed, 04 


wg Lord pur a period to the Kingdom* | 


| of Sas! fora fat thatmighrt ſeemwar- 
rantable by ſtrong; probabilicies, .' $aut- was 
cornmanded by Samxe/ not to offer Sacrifice 
before his return, Let ns- ſee the reaſons 
| that moved Sas to tranſgreſs this'preCepr, 
Samuel was ſcarce deparred, bur the Philiftins 


.fwarming in vumber like/che ſands of the Sea, - 


encamped themſelves cloſe by Saul, The 
Sonldiers of Sal being -very few , were 


firuck wich: ſuch cerror ar che ſight of them _ 


that they began to rnn away by whole troops, 
The PhiliRines taking the advincage both of. 
time 'andplace, drew our ipto the field, and 


were upon the point of givivg battel, Saul, ' 


who had hitherro beep quier our of reſpeRt 
El =. ©. , _—_ 


— 
s 


$ haps made ſuch like ptobabilicies ſuggeſted: | 

{. © by the Devil to bluſterandgrow big : Where. ' 7 
© asif_chey had finckto-ir ,; they would have. 
laughed ac the Gllineſs of. the Serpents argu-" 
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© / | ' rothe precept; bepiBfiow to rouſe bimſelf, 
but withal Rodd perplexed and dubious what 
o.reſolve on; Ar-lengrh he caſithe martet 
into the fcales of proBabilicy, and diſcontſed' 
thus, To decline the fight is not poſhble : 
to fight, without firſt having appeaſed che 
face of the Lord by ſacrifice, is temeratious , 
and perhaps impious : To expe&t Samnel is 
imprudenice, ſeeing no man knows where he 
is, nor when he will come, - All delayes are 
dangerous, becauſe the preſent Race requires 
aRion for deliberation, for the enemy tiands * 
in battcel array ready to force rne, Beſides, 
ſome of my Souldiers are fled , others look 
. thefame;way, and all the reſt refuſe ro draw 
ſmard, unleſs they may be ſure of the Lords 
procection. -Becaiſe being few in number , 
&« ts madneſs to oppoſe a vaſt multitude, un- 
leſs they: Have the Lofds favour to ſhelrer 
them, which is onely to be gor by ſacrifice, 

So that ll: things. .confidered it is neceſſary 
xo offer Sactifice; ' Neceſſity curned. che bal- 
laiite ,\awd made ic very probable thac the 
precept did nor urge in this preſſing caſe of 
necefiity, _ Sax! therefore offered Sacrifice , 
protefiing thar he did ic with pure intention 
. to appeaſe the face of the Lord; and tbat he 
retained -fiil{ a defire to obſerve the Com- 
mabd, bac could nor reſiſt neceflity. One 
Wold think, that in theſe circumnſiabces Sax! 
6 Es might 
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- might have beep held blameleſs, Burt becaofe: 


no circumſtance could ſufficiently autliotize - 
him codeſerc this p:inciple : The Lords robe _ 


obeyed when he commands by bus Subſtitute' Sus 
 wnel gave him a ſharp check; and cold hits 
Thou haft done fooliſhly, 1. Kin, 13. 13. that 
1s, Without ſenſe, wit or brains, Becanſe obe* 
dience bring better than ſacrifice;ct.1 5,24.Ml 
reaſons that oppoſe che obligation of obeys 
Ing a command given by a lawful Supettbez 
are ſo far-froth carrying with them a' ruffich> 
ent probability to ground a. prudent aRidn'7, 
chat they are all vain, fooliſh,and none ar."aM. 
And they may co? a Subje& cheloſs of Hers 


ven, as it coli Sau} che toſs of his Crowb and. 


Kingdoth, 11:00 
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\ '3 Example, - 5, 16224 
Maxim, The Lords 1nvitation onght to bt ap- 
"eepted, - ww 10Y 


L4 


THe ſane obligation there is of "having 


and maintaining a Cotreſpondent 'ptits- 
ciple, whey the Lord intrears only, without 


% 


the Lotd knocks, bo reaſon. cat'm 


iving atly expreſs command, Por as when 
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pubs why you ſhould not open; or when ; "7'< 


e calls, why he ſhould not come; ſo vg- | 
thing ovghr to perſuade yov, 'nor ro accepr , © 
when he invites. . This 1s evident by the pa-- - 


rable of thoſe that were invited to a colily- 
Supper , and excuſed chemſelves, Zuk. 14, 
The Parable is known : Ler us ponder their 
- Excuſes, One was already engaged by pro- 
miſe co go ſeea Farm - And no man ought 
co break his word. Another had neceflity of 
Raying to try certain yoke of Oxen,, which 


he had lately bought : And neceſſity hath no. 


' Jaw, - Athitd had impoſſibilicy of going, be= 


- poſſibilicy makes all pardonable. Beſides , 
all excuſed themſelves, and therefore ir had 
been fingularicy for any one in patticular co 
ave accepred the invicatiov, For fivgulari- 
ty,even amonglt vertnous men is held a vice; 
becauſe you make your ſelf more wiſe, or 
more zealous thay the reſt, _ Theſe-proba- 
bilicies of excuſe were the grovnd of their 
puniſhment; which was.co be erervally ba= 
piſhed from the rable, which their probable 
.opinions made them refuſe to fit at,and' were 


.the cauſe why' others were invited to take | 


-their room, Lec a foul that feels her ſelf in- 
.reriorly ipyited by che Omnipotent ro a 


:banquer. of prayer, to perieRion/ and con. _ 


* remplation 


"TOO 


. Cauſe being but-newly Married, itwas not 
poſſible co ger his Wives conſent : And im- - 
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; neyer ſo. probale, leſt - not (he any more; * 
| but others be called; 1 J0-R "7 ION... 
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4 Example; - 


Maxim. AA frong preſumption of the Lord's: | 3 
Will, onght fo be held for -hss will, YG : 


T is ſufficient co (ce, that the will of rhe: 
| Lord be made manifeſt' by a prudetit' con- 
| JeQute,, oratleaſt by.a Rirong preſumption,” 
| that ic may fiand for a diteQiog privciplejt . 
' Eſther wasraifſed"from a low'fiate to'wed a + ? 
| Diademn /: ' She had ſcarce poſſeſfion'of -ity*t  ; > 
|. but Mardichews preſfied her to acquaint the; 
| King, how that the people of 'the Lordwas/ 
in danger” tobe-defiroyed; She being now! 2 
become /a Courtier, and a principiant in'pd.! *-*: 
Iicy, found difficulty co doir,- Her caſe/milyp? © 
be propoſed thus, *Wherher-ar.ns a mane: 
obliged in conſcience to thruſt bimſelf-upon 
the furthering of an vncerrain/ good, witht . 7 
the certain danger of blaſting his own bud= | ,: 
ding forcnne, of incurring the diſpleaſine” * 2 
of bis Soveraign,. and. of being lyable ra 
death, Dy doing openly againſ che: known 
approved laws. Eftber judged irby the _ 
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of -nature, and'by che maxim of rbe world, 
and cherefore/made ſure. chat che ſentence 
would have paſſed in her favour, But as ſoon 
- es Mardrchers inflilled inco her a principle , 
which he gathered only ovt of the, vehe- 
ment preſumption of che circumſiances, to 
wit-: The Lord required of . her , that (he 
ſhowld pat her ſelf forward © . She immediately 
let-go her ptobable: hold, as being too weak; 
to oppoſe the Lords will, If ſhe had replicd 
unto the maxim : And perhaps the Lord re-. 
quires it not, She might well bave-follewed 
2 probable: opinion, bur, her Conſcience 
weuld alwaies have upbraided her for nor 
following the Lord. | | 
{ T fear I have: ivfiſted npen. this. poiot. a 
lucle lopget then will agree with your ap- 
provyal. Indeed ſaid. I,.ic ſeems'to me; thar: 
t have been alictle roo ſevere againlt pro- 
opinions , which notwichfgnding by 
the jndgement of very learned men may be 
ed with a ſecure Conſcience, Pardon 


. mie-(faid he) inthis :  For.if 1 had koown 


how co be clear in my expreſſions, intended , 
net ſo much as to touch char queſtion. Take; 
Herefore io few words what T have ſaidin 
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The ſun of what hath been ſaid concerning 
probable oprmons, ' © 


N. my former dircourſe I affirmed - four 

things, Firit , har any caſe conſidered 
meerly 1n it ſelf,may eafily be made probable 
on either ide, Secondly that men who work 
for an end, ought to have ſome particular 
p:ivate -principle, by which to dire&t their 
actions and that many rimes they are obliged 
to have, ſuch aprinciple. Thirdly, that ip 
the preſence of that maxim or principle, itis 
veiy hard ro make the contrary ſufficiently 


p. obable., Fourthly,and chiefly ( it beivg the 


endand canſe why I entred upon this martex) 
that certain axioms or principles, which men 
are obliged to bave, and ſhall nor be excyſed. 


if they have them nor, are of ſuch a nacure,, - 


rhat it 1s'impoſhble ro have 'a true, real , 
practical probabilicy againſt rhem. Of chis 


kind are the four Maxims, which among han . ©! 
dred others, I have choſen out of rhe Bible 
ro ſhew you the yericy of my aſlerrioo; This 
maxim is of rhe ſame ſtamp wich them : One 


of the true Religion is no ſalvation : Or , no 


vo 
other Religion can be true out that which Chriſt 


founded, For I maintain ic, that it is wort 
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poſſible _. 


WG 4 $2 


NE 


"a 
F- 
Pk 


X In RENE. 
- -_ j- MO 1 
BYE bi 
ira. 1 ay 


+. 


© ad ea EG Ta nk, a 

£ Au Invitation _ 
. ©" pokidle co make rhe contrary practically pro- 
 *badle, Inalf which, I determine nothipg 

- ' what maybe donein caſe that you! mike.a | 
+ pghingcruly and really probable); and Ichivk | | 
- you will ſcarce allow, -that a prudent man _}] 
Z _ ſhould follow anopinion in practiſe. thar is 
-  onely ſeemingly and falſly probable, Let 
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=. - hy out of the true Religion there can be ne 
I Is Ts ſalvation, | | 

JF Hare ſaid, as I told you, long upon this 
” $ marrer,ro the end chat you might learn, 
E how rſt the Lords will cannot be counters - 
” Tmanded by any probable or poſfble reaſons. 
 . "'Sothar if the Lotd give a command, and 
> threaten co puniſh tte diſobedienr, it is nor 
3 _ ſecure to make many diſcourſes vpon the pre- 
” cept, bur it is neceſſary to obey. | For rhe | 
+ . © Lord will not be keatted with,'.nor langhed '| 
”- af, ' He is: ſevere and rigorous in exacting | 
Þ * at gcconnt of his precept, and chaſtiſerh 
| "vety ſhrewdly the negle& of-it. The Lod _| 
commanded Adam not to ear of the Apple, © |. 
Yau ſer mhar a» ale puniſtmcor. was = | 
SAR _* 
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aid npon/him,, and all us his poſtericy :fog ©! 


' divine favour were. quire cut off, and made 
impoſſble,till God himſelf was pleaſed to de» 
ſcend corhe baſeneſs of humane fleſh; and be 

made manin the womb of the Virgin ſry. 
He being the ſecond Perfon of. the moſt Bleſ-' 


diſobedience; All hopes of recovering: the - 


. ſed T:inity was called Jeſus Chriſt, apd by ' _ 
the precious merirs of kis bitter death and 


paſſion, .rfiade a flerfeR atronement between 
uvs,ard his eternal Father, ]1n recompence of + 


which, -all power was given. co him; and ” 


he by vertue of the ſame power framed a Res ; 
l:g10u, clean unfpotted, Jam. 1.27. He wade 


2, And if you demand, What 5s this Redigi- 
0u ? Your Fore-fathers ſhall anſwer you, 


% 


zr the Religion of the Phaſe, Exod, 12.y.27. © 
and 43. | Thatis, it is a Religion of the real 
and true victim offered once npon the Ctoſg, 

of which, the Sacrifices of the old Law were 


only rypes avd figures. . This is the Religion: 


-. 


which'Chriſt made, preſcribing unto us the 


manner of walking in it. This is the Religios, # 7 


which be promiſerh co conſerve, to be pre- 
ſenc with it till che end of the world X and 
- that ir ſhall be cavght all cruch , without poſ- 


Hbilicy* of erring. He doth nor leave this . 7 


Religion. to the liberty of every ſubcle malt» 
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by u perpetual Prieſts unto himſelf, Exnd,29, "Y 


't hat it 11 theuitimof the Lords paſage Bs 
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” dious wit, tocucand:minceic,:to chop and 
_ "change it arhis pleaſire, This Religion is 
his'Dear and his Spouſe 5 and therefore one 
alone}, and che onely help co Salvation, of 
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which the Ark of Noah was a type, as be» 
ivg-ope, and the onely means to eſcape the 
Deluge; Cbritt protefieth rhat in this bis 
Religion be himſelf is che way, andthe only 
way, and thar there is no other way to bea- 


ven buc by him,” Wherefore whatſoever you 


may. hear of proba3le opinions , that reach 


you another way, avd make you believe chat 


Chriſt is here,and Chti(t is there , and Chriſt 
is wich chem, or Chrift is within them + Be- 
wa:e of falſe Prophers who ſay, The Lord 
did ſpeak;. when the Lord [poke not , Jer. 14» 
13, and lay fora Maxim: rhart it « ot poſſible 
for any other Religion 'to be true, thay what 


 Chrift founded, and therefore be that walks 


not ip Chriſts Religion, walks vot in the 


; way to heaven, and he that walks not io the 


way to it, thall never artive ar it. | 
As ſoon as he had ended, I] told him, that I 

deſired nothivg more then to be affured of 

Chis Religiov, And 1 had hitherto nſed 


much 1abour inſeeking ic, but could not fiod 


t, - To which he anſwered, 


CHAP, 


__ 


$a $3% 


? > H AP. XXI; 


; | wand hon | & F577 
twhy the Secker cannot find the true Religion, © 
> 167 


7 Tf you ſeek Chriſt's Religion, as yon have 


done birherto, you may ſeek all the dayes 
of your life, and be never the nearer. Becauſe 
you ate like, to a man, that berighred in a | 
wood, and being entred into by-paths, ſeeks 
his way-by groping .,..or havifg day-light, is 
who'ly ſollicious to follow the track made by 
Beaſts 'and:;;cheir,; Keepers; Hmagine.'y 


whether by .goieg forward he ig likelyro:r9% 


coy,r'the high way. So you. 'have Hefr-'the 


| beaten road, of Religion, which was trodefn 
by: Chiiſt and his-followers,and are' entred 


Into. many” By-religions, which>chwatc. and - 
croſs one the;pther; They lead inco a wits 
derneſs. of confuſion, 'wherethe:end fof one 
Religion begets another, and at levgrh; yoir 
will..find noi; Religion ar all ,-' unlefſe yen 
Make: :itio;7 oil novieh nos 108] 

Be :artent now; and I vill; give; you: ſnch 
2. ray..of, knowledge , that: as it is: cafie © 


F difinguith ; a \Men. from: anyApe , fo: ſhall 
you be; able; co diſcern thetrue Relgian'of 
S ::219). =” Ehri 
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Chriſt from all-choſe which the Devil hath 
dreſſed up with mymical probabilitics to 
mock you. And I will pur you in ſuch a 
way, that unleſs you wilfully ſhus your eyes , 
you ſhall as ckatly ſee the credibilicy of 
aſſencivg to the true faith, as you behold che 
Sun to fhine.' _ But firſt give me leave to ask 
you a queſiion, 


CHAP. XXII. 
A digrefiion concerning Papiſts, 


Pray tell me , what harm would it have 
done you to have had a Papiſt preſent | 
at your Conference > How ! ſaid I, Papifts 
there ? Would:yon have me curn Idolaterin | 
mine old dayes ? 1do ner ſay ſo neither 


bee ( faid be.) Only 1 would not have you con- 


demn them before you hear them, Nodiſ- 
creet Judge will ſend men to the Gallows, 
though never ſo many hainows crimes be laid 
rotheir charge, till be have heard chem ſpeak 
for themſelves, Perhaps Papiſis are farther 
off from Idolatry, then you from true knows 
ledge, or he that taughe you from ſincere . 


_ dealing, If you know any of them, tha | 


live accord:pg to the faith , which they p_ 
75 'S ffs: 
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and fiones? Open'the eyes of your pader- 
\ Nanding, and ſuſpeR rather chax, ſome. nn- 
| Eruths may be forged againſtthern. Howſa- 

| ever, 1 thipk the preſence of a Papiſtt wauſd 
not have infefted you , nor his ſpeech have 


-_ bewicched you. Upon my word,he is « mag, 
n | 2s youare,, although you may happily have 
: G heard him been deſcribed for a monſter, And 
n p I hope that you bave diſcretion enough, to 


:2 | lendhim anear, avd keep your heart for.che 
7 | Lord and your ſelf. But ler a Papi be what 
: ſoever he will, you that are a Seeker, qught 


me to try the Religion, and ſearch into. th 
* | depcbof ic, andnoctorake upov truſt what 


the enemies of Papiſt Religion reach you, 
wed | I edinice, (quorh I)to hear this our of your 
fe: | Mouth, who arother pads been ſo big- 
Ls RT 5g "ine 
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An Invitation 
rer againſt them, I would not (ſaid he) for 
all rhis, have you' take me for a Papilſi, Bur . 
T will cell-you in ſecret, chat Courrpolicyis © 
one thipg, when we look upon the times ; 
and Conſcience is another, when we are ask- 
edcounſet : and that it is one thing to chooſe 
a Religjoh 'to live ;- and another to-1e-" 
ferye otic to die in, Tsit poſſible then( ſaid) 
cay'there be any good in-Popery?> 1 anfwer 
you (ſaid he) as Philip did: Nathaniel, Philip 
rold Nathayiel' that he had found the Meſſi» 
as Teſms'of Nazareth, Nathaniel replied, 
'C an any good come out of Nazareth ? Joh,1.26; 
Philip anſwered him, as 1 do'you : Come and 
fee, ver.£46, When you are invited: ro buy 
Any rthipg; you may enter the ſhop, you'may 
'ſee, handle, turn and confider the wate,:and 
if you like jr not, you are free to leave ic, 
"Bur if you'find 'ir better there , and berter 
" cheap then Eſfewhere \,"to' forbear- buying 
_ *meeerly becauſe you had before an” il opinis 
"on'of: the ſhop, hath ſomewhtar: of theoma- 

Tigp, whict I hope 'is-not-in you , whortt 
"this caſe T look opowr aa trae Iffaelite'vordoof 
"deceit, My meanings is that! if you; meer 
"with che rrve Religion where you leaft ex- 
pected to find it , you ought cheerfully ro 
'embrace'ir, and not obſlinatly -reje& ir, 
meerly uporthis Tcore,'becauſe you had been 
long erconeonſly informed, thar it was' nor 
there, ET -* | I 
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- Ppray ell me(ſaid Saatabreabs Gentle- 
man you recommend me to-be a Papilt or no. 
| Care not what he is.{ aid he) becauſe it may 
prejudice the liberty of your diſcouſe, I 
aflure you that he is an honeſt man;,. and & 
Learned one, Rely upon his honelly that he. 
. will not dilude you.and upon his learning that 
he is able toinficuRt you, Take heed of thoſe 
Maſters in knowledge whoſe lives gain them 
ſmall credic, lea(t jntereſt make them maliti- 
ons to blind you : And commit not your ſoul 
to ignorant guides, becauſe it is dapgerous 
to chop Logick with the Devil, 
I will now point ar ſome general heads, 
which ſhall infallibly bring you to find our 
rhe crue Religion, 


CHAP. XXIIL 


| Points to be obſerved L, the rele; 1 chooſing 
+4 Religion, . 


LL Religions now adaies preach Chriſt, 
| buc all haye him nor. Apply the touch= 
fone, and you (hall diſcover which 1s true 
gold, which counterfeir. "Obſerve by che 
Rules following three things, Fiſt , What 
Nie) ie E 3 *Re- 
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- 6 An Invitation. bf”, 

Religion oughit to ſpriog from Chriſt, Se- 
condly, Whac Religion harh received great - 
eſt favour from him, Thirdly, Whar Religion 
ic is that honours and loves him moſt, This 
is dote by comparing Chriſt ro the Religi- 


ons, the Religions among themſelves,and the 


Relipions to Chriſt, Our of which you ſhall 

clearly ſee whar- Religion Chrcilt founded, 

Then your natural diſcourſe will tell you 
which 15 the onely true one, 


—— —— —_— 


CHAP. XXIV. 


C briſt is compared to the Religions, 


i, (0 Author of the true Relgion, 


He delivered ir to his Apoliles, 
they ro others, rill it was handed co us, Seek 
therefore the Religion, of whoſe beginning 
from our' dayes upwards, no Annals, Hi- 
Rory or Chronicle maketh mencton, cill you 


come to Chriſt, And do nor hold Chriſt co . 


be foundet of thar Religion , of which «by 
mean Hiſtorogrgpher can_Hzme you the ficlt 


Authoc, and ſhew you the preciſe time, place, 


mander, and other circurtiſtances , if which 
ic lic begas, | 
: 3, Chr iſt 
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2. Chriſt is obliged ro co: ſarve hu ons Rels- 


gion ill the the end of the world.Seek whatReli» 


-10n flatriſhed iv all Ages, and what in ſome 
of them was not ſo much as known or named, * 
For Chrilt' co conſerve his Religion , was 
not to conſerve Peter or the Apoliles , who 
are all dead, but he was to conſerve the ſame 
eflential ſear and form, the ſame Authotity , 
Power, JuriſdiRion, and the like, which tie 
communicated to Peter and the Apoſtles at 
bis fict founding ir. Therefore wharſgever 
was conferred upon Petey as chief head and 
ruler of his Religion , ought to paſs invari.- 
ably to every one of Peter's Suceſlors is 
long as the world ſhall endure, in the ſame 
manner as all Royal Pretogatives deſcend. 
wich the Crown upon all thoſe that lawful- 
ly ſucceed ro kingly dignity. Otherwiſe ' 
Chrift doth. not conſerve his Religion, buc 
ters it decay, Seek who were Peters Succe(- 
ſours, and what Religion hath chem. For 
char Religion comes in by intruſion, npt by 
ſucceſſion, which in Read of haviog them,de- 
rides them. 

3. Chriſt ſtirs up his own Religion to vertue 
and perfeftion, It would be againſt the pru- 
dence of Chriſt, to exaRt from weak men 
high and ſublime a&ions, onleſs he did com 
municate unto them propotciovable abilities 
co perform what he cequires, Seck what Reli- 
27 | E 4 - gion 
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-oion. hath received: plenty! of. ſupernatural 
- helps - and- graces; avd: what: Religion it is, 


, : thart-by the. good ofe. of them; hath prodn- 


_ ced1n all ages an abundance of-men- famons 
| for holineſs of life and ſany, And donor 
. hold chat Religion to be legirimate, which 
cannot ſhew, or name, or find vpon Record 
| any one man, whoſe ” irreprehenſible life 
. made him known to the world as'a worthy 
. of-ſpring of the: grace. of Jeſus ChriR, 
- : 4+. Chriſt ts an enemy tothe world, the fleſh 
\ 8d the devil, Every man 1s obliged in bap- 
_tiſm ito renounce the pomps of them. Seek 
.the Religion, that propoſerth to you greater 
and: more efficaciovs helps to perform ir. 
Seek, I ſay, what Religion walks to heaven 
' by the ſceighe way of penance , and enters 
' 40 by the arrow gate of mortification, And 
ſhun that Religion as moſt pleaſing co the 
Devil, which-opens a broad way co vice and 
ſenſuality, pl at 
__ Chriit commands that his Religion be 
Preaching throngh the whole world, Firlt they, 
Ehriſt muſt ſend Preachers.,Secondly, Hemuſt 
fend them to all, parts of the whole Univerſe, 
and give chem zeal co convert Souls, Third- 
- Jy, They muſt all preach his Religion, of 
which this ſhall -be a mark, that, they':all 
preach one and. the ſame ,-not. divers Dos» 
fines, Examine therefore diligently _ 
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of 8 Seeker, 


ages to all Nations : and what Religion to 
ſome People or Countrey onely, and at cer- 


rain times, Secondly, What Commiſſion the 


Preachers bave :. whether Hhneally deſcend- 
ing from Chriſt, for theſe onely ought to be 
heard; or valnly arifvg from themſelves ;. or 


nnadviſedly derived from others, ro whom 


Chriſt gave no authority :/ For all-theſe en- 
rer in by the window, not by the door, and 


are: Wolves, not Paſtors, . Seek/.again: what 


labour and pains the Preachers-take in propa- 


gating-the Goſpel, iv infirvcting the ignorant, 


and in converting of. others,  Outof which 
you may gather, whether love of ſouls,or pri» 
vate intereſt move thern, Search further what 
Religion it 1s, that preacherh in all places one 
ſole Faith without diſcord cf opinions; and 
you ſhall find thac che nnirty of tcuch can 
ſpriyg from no other head than Chit Jeſus, 
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| Religion hath been continnally taught in all 


An Itvtaton 


In 


— --- 


GB AP. XXY. 


The Religions are compared oxe to the othir, 


1, ]'N Secnrity. Wherher that Religion be 
more ſecure, which promiſeth infallibi- 
tity, and impolbbilicy to erre , or thar Reli- 
gion, which proteſlech ic ſelf tobe fallible , 
and cannot affure you bur that ic doth erre. 
Ceaſe nor to ſeek, as long as you find only 
weak props for your belief, and be nor 
afraid co adhere firmely, when you may build 
npon the rock of infallible Authority : For 
the Religion which is adorned with this, is 
ao honour to Chriſt, and a worthy ſupport of 
Faith. | 
2. 1n confirming dottrine. -Whether that 
Religion doth convince more potently whoſe. 
articles and points are all confirmed by ſu- 
pervatural celtimonies; or thac Religion , 
which neither hath , nor carech to bave any 
other proof jn1ir, than humane, and meetly 
nacural. Ponder well the Religion, whoſe re- 
pets bave been ratified from heaven by a ce- 
Iii coogue, that is, by Miracles. And lec 
ay man judge' whether ic be credible char 
Chriſt 
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of a Seeker. 
Chriit would work fo many wonders to con- 


| firm avy ocher Religion chan his own, 


3. In fauhtating faith and works, Whe- 
ther thac Religion doth more facilicate faith 
which preſcribes you ap eakie infallible Rule, 
by which you may certainly know what ro be- 
lieve, and whar not ; or that Religion which 
leayes you to your ſelf, cofind ic ont if you 
can, Whoſoever wotks without rule, ſquare, 
line, or compaſs, ſhall be liable co error, not 
be direted by Art : So he that extends to 
frame his aQions according to the life of 
Chiiſlt the Procotypon, mult nor live 10 a Re- 
ligion at random, bur muſt apply bimſelf ro 
che Religion chac hath received ſuch like 
ſpiritual infirumencs by che merics of Chriſt, 
and tea; heth che right uſe of chem, 

4. 1a quieting the my nd, Whether, char 


Religiop beſt quiec the mind , which clear- 


eth all doubrs, reſolverh all queſtions , gives 
a poktive anſwet co all concroverſies , wipes 


. awayall ſcrvples, and in all caſes ſecures the 


conſcience ; or that Religion , which tevec 
frees you f:om a tacirz fear of bing in the 
w:iong, but alwayes Rings you with .an anxt- 
ous defire to ſearch furrher, No Religtby 
can perfealy appeaſe the mind, unleſs there 
be an Ocacleiv ic that i3 divine, to wir, a \pl- 
ric of infallible ccuch, chat is to move onely 
according t@ Chrilts will and Doctrine, _ *' 
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' \* g. In caring the Soul, Whether that Re* 
ligiov can beſt cure all mental maladies, 
which hath in it certain odoryferous elixir's 
and balſams diftilled from - che precious 
-wonnds of Jeſus Chrift ; which can diſtin- 
guiſh ſpicits ; which hath power over Devils, 
which hath ſoyerain antidores againſi all ſorts 
of temptations, and hath the uſe and expe- 


rience'of giving eaſe to all afflited minds : | 


Oc thar Religion, which is yer to learn what 
"It is co manage the interior man, 
| ; 


CHAP. XXVI. 
\ The Religions are compared to Chrig. wt 


I," Owards the Perſon of Chriſt, That 
Relieion hath a crue kindneſs for the 
perſon of Chritt, which adorivg him as per- 
fe& God and Man, looks npop his merits as | 
the ſpring of all her go02d, and making daily | 
commernoration of his death and Pafhon, 
.hpmbly acknowledgeth thar what ſhe hath 
or. can have , what ſhe doth or can do; flows 
from the ſource of his mercy, ” And there- 
fore moved with a vehement dehre- that be 
. May be known,and loved by the whole world, 
EK 1s 
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18 corinually begeing , thar-che corrent of 
his ipfinice ſacisfactory goodnefs may be deri- 
ved -to the fouls of all char are- capable of ir, 
both living and dead, And vot concen with 
bare deſire » ſends to all parts of. the Unis 
verſe-men ſufficiently iniruded with abilidies 
toreduce the.erring or firaying ſheep into 
Chrifis fold, That Relioien eiteems Chriſt 


 1nwerds only, which beſides words uſeth lit» 


tle or no induſtry ropromote his ſervice, 
2. Towards the honoar of Chriſt. That Re- 


| ligionſeeks really co honour Chriſt, which 


Aicking cloſe to his commands , ſers ſo high 
a price upon them , that rather than cranſ- 
greſs them , or forgo his ſervice, or loſe 
faith iD bim, or fall into; his diſgrace, is pre- 
pared to lay down her'liſe ,; to facrifice ber 
fortunes, and be diſpoiled of whatſoever 'is 
dear' upto. her, That Religion ſeeks not 


Chris honour, bur her own ivrereſt , which 


cleaves no longer to any principle of Chriſt, 
then whilft ic doch agree with ker commodity, 


which will not underſtand the principles of 


Chrifls power and love, when they make not 
tor her ends,. bur is ſo addiRed to ſenſe,, 
tharſhewill ſooner forſake them all chat a- 


bandon her: own eaſe. 
3. Towards the Word of God, That Reli- 


ligion carrietb ic ſelf with due reſpe& to Gods | 
WAS, which hath the Bible 1p high vene- 


ration 
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ration, holding ir to be full. of ſublim? and © 

profound myſteries , as having been penned 
by che Holy Ghott, and as being ſhur up with 
ſuch divive and myiical ſeals,” as xo mas ca 
be found either in heaven or earth,or under the, | 
earth, worthy to open the ſame, except thi 
Lemb that was ſlain, Revel. 5. 3. 6, And 
therefore not preſaming vpon her own _un- 
derſtanding . or relyins vpon avy humane |. 
interpretation, thodgh che man thar inrer@ 
ets be never ſo learned , is 2lwayes beg- F 
Sing with ſubmiſſive and humble prayer, that | 
be may receive the right ſenfe and hidden 
meaning of it from che fame divine Spirit 
that wrote it. Thar Religion holds the 
Bible in mean efleem , which thinks that any 
Woman or Child , thar any rude or ignorant 
wow is worthy to incerprer and gloſs ir, if 
e be abletoread ir. Now becavfe ſuch nn- 
learned wits can penetrate no farther than 
the bark or our-ſide, this Religion can never 
hope to eat of the ketnel, or taſte of ihe 
marrow, bee muſt be content ro feed vpon 
what dull and groſs. vnderfiandirgs can de- 
liver. | | K | 
4. Towards the willof Chriſt, That Re- 
ligian 'is wholly atten co do Chriſts ſacred 
will, which fears to difaft, and labours. to 
her utcermoſt ro pleafe him. Which know- 
ivg that Chriſt hates fio, doth fly it ; rhar 
| Chciſt | 
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, Chriſt loves vertue-, doth praiſe ic, that | 

Chriſt. gives precepts and connſels, doth 
chearfolly obey, and follow them, ſeekingin 
all chivgs co conform her ſelf ro the beſt will 


and pleaſore of Jeſus Chrit, That Religi- 


* en cares lirtle ro do Chrifts will , which 
-» ſaich chat hiszCommandements are impoſſible, 


which fears not his judgements, bur preſumes 
upon his mercies; or ſo exagoerates his ri- 


"Mi Sour, as ſhe deſpairs of his goodnefle ; which 


"works like a ſlave, who will do no more thed. 
what he is commanded, and therefore ſhe 
refuſeth to do apy a& of ſupererogarion. She 
knows well enough that amongſt men, it 1s 
lavdable for a man in things nor command- 
ed to pleaſe his Maſter, fo pleaſure his Friend, 
ro content his Father,to exhilerace his Spouſe, 

'or-to endear his Soverajey, 

Religion knows alſo that Chriſt by his death 

and paſſion is' become to every Soul a Ma- 

ter, Friend, Father, Sporſe and Soveraign, 
and therefore with a free heart does things 
grateful ro him, without being expreſty come 


 manded rodo them, 


5- Towards all that belongs to Chriſt, That 
re cn imitates a loving Spouſe, which for 
the love ſhe bears co Chriſt , honours and 

loves whatſoever appertains to Chriſt her 
Spouſe, He cannor love you really , who 
| before your face kicks your dog, or your ſer- 
_ yan, 


And the crue - 
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vantzor any thing thar is. yours, - And mnck * 
leſs can his love be ſincere and cordial, if in 
your preſence; he affcopts your beſt friends, 
your neareſt relztions, and in contemptible. 
wiſe |avghs 2t your Mother, He that loveg 
you mu{t mavcifet his love by reſpecting all 
char is yours, aud by holding it in che ſame. 
degree of vencration,. as he knows it is:1n 
your eſteem, That Rehe1on gives evident 
figns of repeat, honour and iove to Chriſt , 
which doth reverence che-Satuis, becauſe chey 
are Chiiſts friends; honours 12:6 Vitgin Mary, 
becauſe ſhe 18 Chriits Mgataer:; ind ooth bigh- 
ly efteem raany otner things; meerly becanſs 
they are couſeccated to the ſervice of Chrift, 
or do relate ro his penon, yn 
Thar Religion plays the - part of a Reps 
dame; which ſaita ro Chitit in his faces 
Chriſt ] love rhe, but E neither care. for thy 
Mother, nor for any childe et triend thou 
baſt.in. Paradiſe, no, although: he were mine 
own Father, Mother, Brother or Sitter, or 
any of the-deareſt acquaintance that ever I 
had, Gentle Reader, didſt chon once love . 
theſe, and canii thou now like the Religi- 
on that. forbids thee to care any more for 
them ? thac commands thee to forger,ſlighe 
and contemn chem, for no .ocher reaſon, -but 
mee:ily becaule Jeſus Chriſt,out of the abun- 
dance of his mercy hath beep pleaſed to cake 
| cacm 
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could Satan do more, then teach thee to hate 
whom Chriſt loves ? 


CHAP. XXVII; 
' A Concluſion draws out of the Premiſſes, 


Lc of what hath been ſaid, I conclude, 
| chat the Relgion which Chriſt himſelf 
founded, and (till conſerves in being, adorn- 
ing ic with ſanity, atming It againſt inj- 
quity , and ſending it co reach in all ages and 
places one and 'fame uniyerſal doQttine ; 
chat the Religion, which hath an impoſhbi- 
liry of eriing, a ſecurity of knowing, a faci- 
lity of working, a miraculous ſubſifting , and 
a comfottable enide of living ; which hath 


in it an oracle of truth. ro quiet the conſci-/ 


ence, an abſolure power ro quell rhe Devil , 
and a moft aſſured art to cure all fpiricual 
maladies : I ſzy, that the Religion, whick 
looks upon the merics of Jeſus Chriſt, with 
hope ; upon his honour, with zeal; vpon 


his Word, with reverence: upon his will," 


with fidelity ; upon his Mother, with duty ; 
| | Þ ppon 
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chzm vpco himſelf, and honour them with: 
_ the happy beatifical viſion of God, - What 
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- - upon his friends wich refpe&; and vpon 
- " wharſoever belongs co him, with efteem'and 
E  Jove; 1 conclade, and ſay, -thar che Religi- 
|." - on, which hath, and doth all rheſe rhines , 
7  ſhewing evidently thar ſhe hath, and doth þ 
| _ chem allandevery one of them, is comforr= |} 
- | able in ir ſelf, -honourable ro Chrift , and 
- may be ſecurely embraced by ary prudenc 
.* On the other fide, he is vety imprndentr, 
3 who ventures his ſoul in a Religion ; which 
- , at moſt doth onely pretend to have or do 
” - . ſome of them, noc all - And he is much 
- © Moretob: blamed, if his Religion have none |. 
of them, or makes profeſſion to'deftroy the |. 
| beſt part of chem. ' If thou arc ſerious in {| 
ſeeking a Religion, do nor hold chy ſelf ſafe, 
| as lopg as thou mayeil be ſafer. And where- 
ſoever. thou meetre(t with a Relivion,. that is 
deficient 1n any one of theſe , rake it for a 
a ſure token, that ſhe is none of. Chriſte, 

I have now put a clew of thread into your.- 
hand ,. which if you follow, you ſhall eafily 
and ſweetly come ont of the labyrinch, into 
which your importune thoughts have bronghe 

+. you. Butbecauſe I would ner have you de- 
\., part withthe opinion, thac I ama Papiſt, I | 
will tell you the motives T have againſtrhem, | 
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' CHAP, © XXVIIL + »-- 


| ; \ 
Motrves againſt Popery, 


T-. Pts have many obſervances, which I 
canpor away with, They will have you 
20 £0 Confeſſion, -and you mult rell all your - 
11ns, and then you muſt dopenance, and fa(t' 
and diſcipline; and be bound ro God knows 
- how many rigorovs ' practiſes, 1 wonder 
-F- what pleaſore they can rake in ſuch like cert= - 7 
". monies, I that love certain pretty things, ' >. 
and have done in my dayes, whatT would be  * 
loch rhe air ſhould know, if Icould help' © 
Ir ; in whata caſe ſhould I be, if Iwere foch | 
a fool, as rocell them of it? They wonld fo © 
]. - hamper me, before they. had done, with me; -- 
' F thar 1 fear they would make me .do things' 
which narure- abhors co thivk af,-- 1 'muſt- 
p 


covfeſs, thar 1 feel ſometimes regrets and 
gripings of Conſcience, that trouble my 
micth, andpreſs upon me, co hearkencoRe- 
©. ligion; bur afnll cable, good liquour , and © 
+ | - certain delightful ſports and dalliances joyn- = 
| ed with afar ſoil, convince me, chat a faſting * 3 
\. Religion 1s nor for my purpoſe, - I _ 
. a 2 : kr ” 
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» > . It maybe (ſaid]) that miſunderſtandivg 


-rerip'the fancy, than they prove afterwards 
-1D reality, 1 aſſure you thar Hell 'and Eter- 
pity are ſo fixed in my mind, thac I would 
rather cha#iſe my bodyin this world with Paul 
2 Cor, 9. 27, thetd burn erecnally body and 
ſoul in the next with Lucifer. Whereſoever 
I find the infallible troe Religion , 1 will 


coil and labour, I ſhall conceive rather a 
bigher efteem of its worth. becauſe ſwear 
andlabonr accompany noble enterpriſes, and 
generous minds feed npon difficulties, Hea- 
'- ven is gained by force, and he thar uſerh vin- 


trve fanh, and I wilt prefer the Lord , my 
ſovl, and heaven before whatſoever may 
4and berween ns, | 
I like your refoln.ton well (ſaid he ) and 
yau move ſo much, that I will make it my 
buſineſs to attend how to ſave my ſoul, In 
the meavrime take theſe two documents, By 
the fic you ſhall gather, who inſtruRts you 
wich eruch ;' by- the other , how to diſpoſe 
your ſelf co receive it, COON 


CHAP. 


begers difficulties, and rat they appear grea- 


embrace it becauſe it is true, nor ſhun. it, be» 
cauſe it is ha;d ; nay if ir be to be won by 


lence ſhall facry the palm; ' Lec me find the 


4 
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CHAP. XXIX. 
| Two Document) for the Seeker, 


'T Hey thar ſell ill ware , procure to have 
dark ſhops , that ſo they may purir off 
with fine words, They -that defend 'an if 
cauſe , would never by their good wills be 
broughc co the barr, and much leſs to'the 
pleading of the chief point, Sorhey that main- 
rain falſe Religions, haye many times ſmooth 
and fi{ken langvage;but they cloud rhemſetves 
iv ſophititry, and avoid to their power, the 
light of a learned adverſary. They are ob- 
ſcure 1Þ their anſwers, and wreſt your atten- 
tion to ſome, ocher matrer than. what was. 
propoſed ,” ſhifting off with ſubrilty , the 
cloling in the true point of che controverfie : 


 Yecthey are clear enoveh intheir jeaſfts, free 


in chic _raunts, and mote ready co give & 


| Tcoffco your demand, than a ſolution, preten- 
ding by this, that becavſe rhey have made it 


ridicuſovs, you may holdic efroneous; Their - 


" backwardneſs to. anſwer, when you feelingly 


preſs them, declares that they have more 
mig to leaye you Iin.your Error , than to 
| *- 3 crovble 
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' trouble themſelves wich the cate of ſertling 
'. you 1D the waygof ſalvation, The. DoRars 
.of truth ſeek afrer no windings ot turnings , 
no- ſhifrings or, ſnufflings, buc- march vp 
wich oper breaſt comeec the dificulty, The 
- Gentleman, to whom 1 have recommended 
you, will be ſertous,becauſe che matrer of ſal- 
vation is of main importance ;: He will be 
plaip,. clear , diflin&t, and pofitive. in bis 
ſpeech , becauſe incelligibility 1s required 
here , not ſubtiky. He will hear you with 
patience, and: anſwer you” with charity, 1 
rake theſe to be hgns of a tongue that ſpeaks 
- vetity.” I defire you to colleR all your Ui - 
culties together, co propoſe them throughly, 
and not be content with any anſwer whatſo- 
ever, but reply, and reply again, and do not 
 ſubmic your judgement, cill you are fully con- 
.yinced, But this being done, then ler your 
will work with the prudence requiſite in ſuch 
a caſe, and ſhew by a cheerful derermination 
ro believe, the pious afteion that ſhe bears 
| cothe Lordof cruth : For vo wiſe man oughc 
to be ftynbborn and obſiinxteagaink che known 
/ truch , becauſe- chis doth highly offend the, 
Divine Majeliy, 12 
. The laſt Document, which I'intend alſo 
{God willing) co p:aRtiſe my ſelf, is this. 


.- . -Before you go to confer with any one, about 


chjs 1mporrant affaif of your eternall gonad, 
ES Frice 
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retire your ſelf into the ſecrec cloſet of your: _ 7 
-hearr,- and there with bended knee and - 3 
weeping eye beg light. of the Father. of 
I'shts, a light I ſay, that may ſhipe upon _ ©} 
yout underitanding , - and give you a cleaf _3 
knowledge of the true Religion, Begic- by, _ © 
the Merits. and Paſfion of Jeſus Chriſt your 
Redeemer, Beg humbly alſo of the ſame 
Jeſus Chriſt, that yon may nor be deceived 
by error, by imprudence, or by miſtakes 2. 
Bur rhat you may propoſe your doubts with 
a ſubmiſkve will to be inftruced, andwitha | ; 4 
prepared heatr to receive: the. purity of the 
Goſpel. My wiſhes are , that ſweet Jeſus 
grant it both ro you, and me, and that it may k 
be unto us both a pledge of eternal contre #2 
fort, | Fx 4 : 
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_Enap. | xXXx.- = 
The Seeker finds what he ſought, .. I 


Followed this wholſom. counſel, I ſpoke i 
[| with the Gentleman, and I received from * © © 
bim entire ſacisfaRion of. all, my doubts, The - _ 2 


” 
. - 


clouds of trouvle are wy vau' ſhed, my mind. 
4 is 


Itis wag are , that I can have any more 

prudent donbr inic., The comfort] received 
was unſpeakable , when I heard him intec- 
pret the Bible. Ir repreſented ro my thoughts 
# well caned Lute”, which being touched by 
an ignorant hand offends rhe eac wich harſh 
ſounds, bur being handled by a skilful artift, 
. "makes ſweer and pleaſant melody, So the 
Word of God; in the: monch'of the, un- 
| Jeatned, makes jarring in ſenſe , and contra-1 
dition in opivions, but being expounded 
by him chac hath che ſpiric of underianding , 
it makes moſt admirable harmony ang divive 
' Concord, It would not be unpleafins unto 
thee; Dear Reader, co hear how all the pla-+ 
ces quoted in the above mentioned confe- 
' rence,which ſeems to impugn and defiroy one 
.. the other, do norwithftanding , being righe- 

ly nnderſtovd, concur ro make up one vnpa- 


' Falel'd fabrick of a divine ſpiricual Edifice , 


as dotimber, iron, Rove and merter , com- 
poſe one ately building, when each one 
of them is laid\io ics proper place, bur be- 
. Ing difotdered breeds confuſion, I may be en- 
couraged ro perform ir , if T ſhall come c9 
know that this ſmall labour is any way accep- 


R | ted, Batnort to defraud thee of thy whole ex+ 


petition, l will briefly ſer down the diſcourſe 
which the Gentleman held wich me concer- 
3 _ © nivg 
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| pingthe firſt poior of che fixch opinion abou 


' He that reads, and underfiands nor, may- 


lighr in him chat readech. Diverſicypflight & 
only the light of ſenſe, you will affirm char 4 
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Idolatry,apd honor due to the Lord; related 
in the eleyenth Chapter, The ſum of it | 
was thus, © >. © -.+. pc 


CHAP. XXXI. | 
What is requiſite to underſtand the Bible well. 


A Any things are requiced: trounderfiand 
the Bible well, which I will not conch ar 
preſent,” Amang che reſt, one is to belieye 
firmly, that ir is wholly myerious , that it 
contains no ſuperfluicy, or-errour., and thar 
no on? place of it can contradict another. 


judge ar firſt Gght that he' meers wich many. 
apparebt repugnancies; Bur this comes mot. / 
from the defe& of the ſentence', which 1s 
written, bur from che want of ſupernacural 


works diverſity iv judgement, If you have 


the Sun Rands itl, And alchongh you diſ- 
covet by the effeR, that it is moved from Eaſt 
ro Weſt, yet the eye will never grantthe mo-. 
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 - © tion; andif thefeye becalledre counſel; ic 
- will perverc the judgement. | As ſenſetsro 
reaſon, ſo 1s reaſon to the Word of God, 
You mutt deny ſenſe to underſtand Philoſo- 
phy, and you mult captivate reaſon ro pene- 
crare the vericies of fai'h, If you bring | 
onely a natural and humane ſpirit to. tnder- ; | 
ſtand the Bible wich, you ſhall ſee, and nor - | 
underſtand , you ſhall read and read, and | 
read, and be never the wiſer, This ſhall ap- 
pearin the paſſage I will rouch in the enſu- | 
.ing Chapter: : . Where I will leave thee, my . 
Reader, cortry whether thy natural wit can 
:reach thee co underfiand thy: commande- | 
*ments, Fr | | 


- Y 


CHAP; XXXIE.* 


What the Spirit of the Lord teacketh concer- | 


' - mng Images. 


"FTE muſt needs read the Bible with a very |. 
 *X LK dim light; that cannot diſcover a pal- }] 

"pable difference berween making of graven 

" Trugges and making of graven Imager to ones | 
"ſelf - Or betweendrinking of Wine , and 7 
"drinking of Wine till ons be drupk. Ns 
Y | ord 
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- | Lordcommanded the making of Images,and = +} 
» | caught the art, of making them. having at 'o 
k the ſatne'time ſeverely fo:bidden the making 

bo them. to oxes ſelf : For the Lord inthe Com+ 3 
- Þ  mandements thar, he delivered to Hoſes, and «4 
> | ſolemnly publiſhed upon Monnt Sinaz, wrote & 
« with bis own finger, Thou ſhalt not make to : 

ct | hy felf any graven Image or likeneſs of any 

4 | thing thats in Heaven above or that i in Earth 
beneath, Exod. 20,4, Yer the ſame Loxd 

. | beforehe ended ſpeaking with Moſes , com 

y mand<q titat the likeneis of things that are 

n | inheavenovove, vis, of Cherubias, andof 


. | - thipgs char ace 1acheearch beneath, vzz, of 
| Pomgranates, Nuts,and Lil:es(bould be made, 
Moreover he intuſed into Beſalee! and: Aho- 
| lah, a godly wiſe ſpirit eo make them, and. 
” #F. then expreſly reicerated the prohibition” of 
making to ones ſelf, See I have called by name 
B:ſalecl : and { have filled him with the'ſpire 
of God in wiſdom, and in underitanding and” un 4 
E knowledge of allmanner of workmanſhip, todg= 
| wiſe cunning works, to work un goid. : Gitoes, = 
þ and 1n braſs, and in citting of ſtones, to"fet 
them, and in carving of -wood,, to work in ll 
i. | . 792zner of workmorſhip. And: T bane groen 
with. hins Aboliah, and: in the hearts of all: that 


= PRECLENYS HP's 
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are wiſe hearted, I have pat wiſdows that thiy © 
85 | : : | 

d _ may make all that I have commanded thee, Ex. 

= 13.4. By vertye of this godly: ſpirit ay : 
d Cs pO, | made . 
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_ An Inuittation EO Aus 
made Pomeranats, Nuts and Lillies , they 
wove Cherubins into the Veil, and Curtains, | 
they made two golden Statues or Images of . 
Ehervbios, and placed rhem upon che Mercy ! 
Seat. Which the Lord was ſo far from diſ- 
"approving , that he did alwaycs afterwards | 

. commune and ſpeak with Moſes from between 

' the two Chernubins, Exod, 25; 22. Ar the 

fame time the Lorzd commanded a perfume to 

be made, forbidding the making it to them - 

| ſelves, orthe making the like of it to ſmell 
- thereto, Exod, 30. 37. You ſee \thar the | 
Lord makes a difference berween making avd | 
making toones ſelf.  Helikes and commands | 
the making, and yet forbids the making to } 
oves felf, . So'thar che making, and conſe- | 
quencty che having of images, piQures, fia- 
-Tpes, or the likeneſs and fimilitude of things 
Ip heaveror in earth is not diſpleaſing co the 
lord, but the making chem, ro ones ſelf is 
decefiable and abominable idfbis Gghe, Per- 
baps you may ſay, that you perceive not yet 
the full meaning of making an Image to ones 
elf, Av example will give you lighr, The |} 
\goldep Calf, and the brazen Serpent were | 
- £&wo Images, or likeneſſes of things in the | 
earth bencath; Aaroanpd the people ereted | 
the Calf to themſelves, Exod. go, 37. andſo, | 
'madeic an Idol. Mesſes by the commandement | 
-Sf the Lord, wade the Serpent and ſet it for a - 
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fign. Numb.,'21. 8. ro be a figure of the 


| Methas, that was to be raiſed rpon the Croſs, 


Wig, 16, and ſo made it a repreſentation, 
Moſes was moved with zeal ro bear down the 


- Calf, and puniſh the oftenders with death + 


the Lord was moved with compaſſtonro pre- 
ſerve the Serpent. and reward the lookers on 
It with life, The 1dolaters fell profirate bes 
fore the Calf, anpd their adoration refted 
chere: the true believers d1d reverence rhe 
Serpent , bur their faich paſſed co che future 


]- Meffizs. They fixed their eye vpon the fi- 


oure, bur theic h*arr upon the Redeemer fi. 
onred, ſo: not the Setpevr, bur the Saviour 


repreſented by ir gave the cure, Wherefore 


if any one had veen ininiently bent to throw 
down' the Serp:nt , Moſes would doubtlefie 
have been as fiery againii bim for his impie+» 
ty , as he was zealous againſt the adorers of 
che Calf for their Idolatry. * Becauſe, as to. 
ſet up the Calt, was to diſhonour the Lord, 
fo topull down the Serpent ,” was torenounce 
che Meſſtzs. | 1f yo ace till co ſeek whar ts. 
to make an Image to ones ſelf, know thar 
theſe chree things are very divers; to make 
an Image of ones ſelf, for ones ſelf, and 
ro ones ſelf, The two former' are lawful, 


| the third is damnable. If as yer yon perceive 


nothing, thep acknowledge your ignorance 
in unde;anding the Bible , ſeeing you can» 
| | pot 
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not wichouc an "Interpreter underſiand fo 
much as your Commandements.Conſeſs thar 
there is a myſtery locked upiptheſe words , 
and chac you have nor the key to open it, Beg | 
of the Lord a clearer light, demand a fuller . 
ivformationof ſome learned man, or expe a 
larger Treatiſe from me, and then you ſhall | 
admire that you could nor comprehend. it | 
ſooner, In the mean time I entrear you |} 
nor to condemn- or cenſnre, thoſe, who 
being cauzhc by the! holy GhoR, diſcover a 
mote palpable difference berween making,and 
Making ro _ones.ſelf\, then there is derween 
dripking and drokenneſs. Therefore 2s mo- 
derace wine cxhilerates the heart, and immo- 
derately raken cauſech che derefiahle fin of 
bs rupkenneſs; fo the good nſe of pifttrres and 
E. -images is a help co picty ; though the” abuſe 
=.---* of them be a gronnd for Idolatry, And as | 
he deſerves to be hifled our of the-company 
of ſober men, who to avolith rhe vice of 
drupkenneſs, would inveigh again all ſuch 
___ as keep wine tor a frugalcable ; ſo they who 
» '  landablycryonr againſt Idolatry,are worthy 
' £0 be blamed, when with bitter layguage they 
teprchend that, which the Lord himſzif was 
pleaſed to preſcribe, command and teach, 
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CHAP XXXIII. 


1 Phat the Spirit of the Lord teacheth concerning 
'— honour ane to Mev, Angels,and Holy things, | 


On. 


» 9 GO—_ YO. ks A. aIY nas” 
__——_—_ » 


He Spirit of the Lord teacheth vs, ro 
Ys Fad idolatry, ro honour God, and to 
walk in pure ſpitirc, The ſame ſpirit that 
cannot contradict ic ſelf, commandeth us-to 
honour our Father, onr Mother, our Kiog, 
and all choſe tro whom hononr 1s due, Roms, 
3. 7. viz, lawfu} Prelates, Magiſtrates, Ma- 
ſters, | CPE Doe | 

Now to the end that the ſpirit of errour. 
may not weave it ſelf into the manner of 
eiving thts honour, I will ſhew the harmonical 

ſenſe of the Bible in che ſubordinate concord 
of theſe two Commands, Firſt then, 

All honour is due, and oughtro Fe given 
co the Lord alone. This I ſuppoſe is grant- 
ed onall ſides... Yer Irake ic in the greateſt 
laticude of rigour that the word 4/, and 
the word alozecan admic, 'Mark what I ay. - 
I will ſhew chat all honor of what ſorc or 

» S - kind 
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kind ſoever it be, onght in a moſt fri and 
' proper ſenſe be given to the Lord God, and 
ro the Lord Godalone, and to no body elſe, 

Yee I further afh:m, that the Lord gives 
not an order contrary to this, when he com+ 
mands us to honour Men or Angeis, So that 
Eundertake to declare rwo things : The 
one, that it is lawful, and that we one ro | 
honour Men and Angels, which I will prove 
in this Chapter, and by ic ] intend co ſhew 
the non-ſenſe of that Religion; which id the } 
Eleventh precedent Chapter retnſed ro do'ir | 
for fear of Idolatry, The other, rhat this 
honoar is no wayes prejudicial, but ſubordi- 
vare to the giving all honour and glo:y co the 
Lerd God alone , which 1 will ſhew in the 
fortieth Chaprer, Now co ne hifi potor, 

Mavy reaſons might be alledged to prove 
this verity, It were enovgh' to ſay rvnto a 
man that tears the Lad, that the Lord com- 
mands us co honour our Father, King, Cc. 
ro take from him all ſcruple of Idolatry, 
Bur ler -vs have the Bible before our eyes,and 
argne thus, Wharſoever honour we find in 
the Bible, thar Patriarks , Prophets, and 
other faithful ſervants of the Lord, ( who 
above all things hated Idolatry , and were 
fearſul to offend a jealous God ) did give ro | 
Men, Angels, or holy things. wichout ever 
beivg reprehended by the Loid, may —_—_ 

e 


_ a Sher. 36; 


'& be oiver by us to Men;;. An zels, and. holy 

| hides , without danger of. 5 nn or of 
difpleating, che Lord, | The reaſop is becauſe 
rhe Word of God doth relate and approve 
chings well done, chat we may do them; it 
reprehends. rhings ill done , that , we may 
| avoid them." And whereſoever there appears 
 birche feaſt ſhadow of Idolatry, it fails nor 
| fo rebuke the offender A thar we may. fear t9 


el. 
_- 


finite examples in the ' Bible, of Parriarks, 
Prophers', Kivgs , and other moſt ſaichful 
ſervants of the Lord, chat hatgd Jdolanry,who 
| rocwirhfianding bowed, kneeled down ,. apd 
«caſt thetnſelves profirate before, Men-, . An» 
yels; and holy chings. | Yer there is no,men- 
tion madeinrhe Bible, tharthe Lord did re- 
| SRO diſlike them for it; which infal- 
ſibly be'would have done, if their bearrs had 
been tainred with Idolatry, _No man that 
reads the Bible ( and you know bow many 
there are thar read ir )cay have the face to de- 
vy this. Abraham,  Dane!, Toby, Balam, 
Manvah and his wife, Peter, Jobn,and ma= 


- 


ny others*borh jn the old and new Teſta- 
ment, moved by the ſpiric of the Lord, war- 
ſhiped Angels and Men, nJ1 | yer they 
would nor” for the world havedone any thing 
ro  provoxe the Lords anger, 
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fall 1 ie the fame fin, Now there are. jn+_ 
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{7 The Spiric. of the Lord: taught [aceb to 
bow himſelf ſeven times co his Brother Eſasx- 


it taughrLeab, Rachel, their Childrep \ and. 


cheir Servants to do the like, Gev, 33. v. 
3. 67. Icraught allthe ſons of Iſracl to do 
obeyſance to Joſeph their younger Brother , 


and to bow themſelves before him with ther 


facerre the earth, Gen, 42.6, The men of our 
pew Religion would perhaps have lavghed 


ar them-, becauſe chey being ſervancs to the 


Lord, bowed co an carthly power, Bur they 
worſhipped the Lord in his. perſon, MNeb«- 
chadnezar, alchovgh be were a potent King, 


yer he caſt himſelf profirate at rhe feer of 


Damel his ſlave , beholding him nor as his 


- * fave, nor yer as God, bur as a faithful ſervant 
_ of the. Oranipotevt, Day. 2. 46. They, 


who will not toop totheir Soveraign, would 
like chis example well, if Princes would be 
moved by it to worſhip then, as if they were 


 ſervantsof the Lord, Bur whece humility is 


wanting, there the name of Servant of the 
Lordis wholly deſtroyed, 
Toſhua tbe great Captaincf the Lord wor- | 


| ſhipped an Angel, as ſoon as'be knew him 


to be an Angel, lofh, 5. 14. Andthe Angel: 
not onely accepted of che worſhip, bue more- 
over commanded 7oſhyua to pur off his ſhooes, 


becauſe the earth, on which -he Rood, was - 


holy, The earth, was the -prophane earth 


aa Y 
of #fhericho,and was only made holy by the © *-* 


preſence of the Angel,  7oſhwab, who had 
che Spiric of the Lord, un-ſhed himſelf;per 


 formipg chis religious hoponr to the earch, 


as relacipg to the Avgel, and worſhipped che 
Anpel as relating to God the Lord i all, 

Ic is very credible chat the Angel would 
never have commanded off co do an a& * 
diſpleaſing to the Lord : Ao it is not t2 


be preſumed char avy one of this new Reli--  '- 


g10D is filled with greater zezi of ths Lords 
honour , than was Jo(pue the Chief General 
of the Locd of Hoſts, Therefore it [o44 


"did vnſhooe himſelf, floop, bow to, reve- 


\rence and worſhipche Angel, we ought not 
much tro regard whether or no ſome others, 
whole names are not regiſired iv the Bible , 
would have Rood bolt upright, withour mo- 
tion, and have kepc their hats on, 

Neither avghr we to take much notice of 


thoſe , who perhaps would have fided with 
 Michol,when ſhe laughed ar Devid for dance- * 


ig before the Ark, The holy Text affures 


- _ us that David did it , moved by the interior \ 


$piric of the Lord, and thar bolding the 
reyal purple in meaner efieem then he did the 
ſandAity char ſhined inthe Ark, be judgedir 
religiofity . to declare by thac humble a&, 
that. the Diadem was not due co bing by apy 


- . thor ricle, chan by bis favour, whom he ho- 


G 3 noured. 
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100 An Invitation 
roured in doing that reyerence to' the Ark, 
Tf you askof me, what ſanity the wood 
of the Ark could have > 1anſwer, chat it is 
ſuffrient' for ns to know, that the Bible cails 
it holy, andthar the Lord would have it held 
ſo - that he flzw 52990. Bethſamites for a 
meer curious lifting ep of their eye co view 
ic : that he woutd have, ic rouched only by 
Prieſts 'ard Levites , ant therefore challiſed | 
the raſhneſs of Oza with ſuddain death ,' be- 
cauſe he Bretched forth bis profane arm to 
ſuſtain ic from falling, when the Oxen that 
drew it, (tumbled, kit :ked, and made. it torter, 
Let Eay- people learn by this example not to 
be coo bold toofe their unhallowed hands a- 
bour, things co5ſecrated ro Gods immiedjate 
ſervice: For the Lo:d will have religious hos 
nou given to religions things, 

Lec us ftep a lictle af:de, though not quite 
out of, tne way , and demand of "Cach as de- 
py to give honour to Saints, what it 1s they 
ptve to  ſepſleſs creatures, when they goto 
Chutch to receive Bread and Wine, They 
'nncover | tneir heads, they compoſe their 
| badies, and I ſuppoſe their minds to, they 
bow, they kneel down, and uſe many more 
cetimonies before this Table, then when | 
they eat in their own .Parfours, What is 
this ? what honour is this, which they give 
co bread and wine > If the honour be di- 
vine, 
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vine, ic is paſpable: .Idolary : becauſe divine + 
honour cannot be given to apy creature, Tf 
ic be _ civil, it 1s "ridiculous; becauſe Ctyil 
konour cannot be given to any that . wants 
underiandins, If ic be a middle honour 
berween bath , which ſome call religious, 
they practiſe what they condemn, and they 
fallin'o char, which they exbort others to 
avoid, For they honour that which is nor 
God, and they give to bread ard wine, what 
they devy to Saints and Angels, They ho- 
nour Bread and Wine, two > dead creatures, 
but what honour it is they give, neicher they 
nor their Teachers can tell you, Yet they 
retain and 'give the ſame cerimonious ho- 
Nour (chough at Other times they cry out 
2021nſt cerimonies ) ro theſe two dull, inapi- 
mare cfeirures, that was given by their fore- 
fathers for many ages together forthe true 
and real Body and Blood cf Feſus Chriſt 
thais Redeemer, They worſhip and adore 
theſe two earthly creatures, under pretence 
of a bare and nated memory of Chriſts 
Paſſion, And the - Saints who are a living 
. memory of the ſelf ſame Paſſion, whoare 
the fruit of Chriits Merits, the end of his 
ſufferings, the glory of his Triumph, and 
the crown of his labours , are not thought 
worthy of ſo muchas a civilreſpe&t, Wha 
the'Saints ( who being like t0 the Apgels ſee 
& 4 theſe 


”. 1oz ' An Invildtion [ 
* © * cheſechings in the Uivine Efſence) will chink 
_ of {nchmen, or what their piovs Anceſtors 
will ſay rotheri, when they meercthemin the 
nexc world, leave to the ſeeking Reader to 
_ confider, © 
Ler ns recurn co our firſt argument. See- 
ins the Lord , who ſearcheth the reins and 
heart, is 2 jealous God, and ipareth nor his _ | 
beft friends, when chey commit any fiv, bur | 
: yifiteth the  idolatrous iniquity of the Fa- 
% ther unto che thicd and fourth generation 2 
. ſeeing therefore chat the Lord did like and | 
approve of the worſhip that was: given by 
his fervancs to Men, Angels, and holy things, 
and cauſed cheſe cheir aRions to be regiſtred 
in the Bible for our example, ir follows 
 obly, that we raiſe a queſtion; whether ir be 
better and ſafer for vs to imitate the foot- 
*, - fieps of thoſe whoſe vertues are commend- 
=D ed by the reftimony of Gods Word, or'give 
2 ear to thoſe, whom no man kvows who they | 
are, from whence they come, whether they 
o, who ſent them, or with whac- ſpitic 
chey ſpeak.” And who,in fine, alledge no othet 
teſtimony for che truth of the new dodttine * 
they pteach , bur their own bare word, As 
though, becaoſe rhey have the. impudency or - 
botdneſs co afficm ir, every body elſe, with- 
' Gtt any furcher ſearch ipco tbe macter, qughe 


But 


I 


tokuye the fimpliciy ro believer, | 


ks "R AY TEIN "ON Ong _ es 

Bur. as he is blame-worthy, who will afford 
no. hongur to Saints or - Angels, ſo he de- 
ſerves. juſt reprebenfioy, who gives them rog 


mich, as ſhall appear in che next Chapter, Be-" 


Cauſe all extreams are vicious, 


_— 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


What the Spirit of the Lord teacheth comenres 
ing the ſuperſtitions adoring of Angels. 


cours in his dayes , and among the reſt, 


char the' Old Teſtament wasas punRually to 


be obſerved as the New : chat. God did nor 
make all things but ( as Manichey profeſſed: 


afterward more at large) that Spiders, Frogs, 
Serpents , and the like, were created by. the... 


Devil; becauſe ic was unfic chat ſuch noyſom- 


creatures ſhould have their origen from av. 
infivite Goodneſs, Theſe abſurdities wonne” 


ſmall credir with the primicive Chriftiavs ,. 


who were well infiruRed ; that che light of” 


the Goſpel had diiperſed rhe. figures of the 


| old-law, as the Sup doth Clouds, and made - 


them ceaſe : that Goodnefle had created all 


things very good , and thar for Adams fin, 


| Juſtice had commanded che -Elemencs 10 


_ 


6 of 


BI ry 4 fl £7 4 < 
©F,*) 36; ORE oo T4 EE 
6. *x 
—_— 
"£ s > 
yu 


Imen Magus broached many peſtilent er- _ 


Ss - Ws pron 


© 7 04 9 HO 


j 


\ 


en 


104. "4 Iau uitation 


:oduce (courges, Simon beropk bimſelf:ro 
another. iraragem,, avd ſought.ro wrelt a. 
plous.praRtile to his perverſe end. - He. ſaw 
char Angels were much efteemed and wor- 
ſhipped by all the Chriſiiavs of choſe times, 
Therefore to cover his impiety , ne Pp: o'eſ- 
ſed that he ravghrt nothing, bur what had 
beer communicared unto him by the revela- ' 
tion of- Angels. - Then toe the end char the 
Chriflians miohr be touched with greater re- 
ligion, he highly extolled the dignity of 
che'Angellical nacure; and oor content with 
mean” exaggerations , "be proceed at lergrh 
ſo far ag. to term chem Demy-Gods , and 
thar conſequently humble men'onzhtcoadore” 
them with ſacrifice}, the good ones for their 
excellency, the bad ones 5 for their power 1n 
: creating. | 

"The: Spiric of 'the Lord moved Pau! to 
bear downthis facrilegious errour, Lt 70 2241 
ſeduce you ander jewof Humility, or in the Re=. 
lt and worſhipping of Ange(s Colofl, 2.18. 

hich is ro fay, Humility 15 fovely, but be- 
ware of 1ts name, when it 15 uſed for 2 
cloke rob2ouile and ſedjice you, To honour 
Angels ts very landable : bur co'adore them 

25 De 2ti*gods, and to offer to themrhe Re- 
naſe worſhip of facrifice,is rof{lf into the a- 
bSminibe ſopsttiition of Idolaters ahdPagitis | 
with Maying mplcipficicy 2f Gods, mint of ne-, 
ws calf [y* 
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ceiy have ſome greace: ſome lefler, But the 
Gift Commandemepr of the Lord.1s,thatthon 
(halc have, Jove, adore, and(erveionve God 
a!on:, and not have ſo much as the 6milicude 
or likeneſs o' any thing, that may ſeem ro 
ſtand 1n any infertor competency of a God- 
head, All Creatures are pure Servants, God 
alone 1s the Lord ; wherefore although you 
have Revelations of Angels, you ought nor ' 
preſently to give credit ro them, but you muſt 
examine and diſcuſs the Revelation, that you 
may know whether it be a good or evil Spit 
char ſpeaks, Believe not every Spirit, but irf 
the Spirits, whether they are of God, Joh 
4. I, Becauſe Satan's oftentimes transfignred. 
into an Angel of Light, 2 Cor, 11, 14. And. 
whiltt he teemingly perſuades good things, 
he draws the Soul ivſenſibly ioto foul and 
oroſs errors, Bar although he ſhovld ſay, that 
he is an Angel from Heaven, yet if he Preach. 
auto your any other Goſpel . then what you, have. 
recerved,let hinz be accurſed,Gal,1,6. Becauſe, 
It 1s impoliſihle chat an Angel ſhould come. 
from Heaven, unleſs he came head- long with. 
Lacifer,and teach a Doctrine that varies ; from, 
the DoGtine of Chriſt, 

Good Angels are ſo far from abuſing | mans. 
Humility, to require ſacrifice of him, Or any. 
other Worſhip that may incrench upon the; 
Honour Gue to the Lord , Char they rarhec, 
ſeem 


206 AH Frvitation of 
ſeem to refuſe ro be honoured by Men, that 
ace eminzntly humbie and holy, as appearerth 
Kev, 19, 10..and 22, as jou ſhall ſee in the 
- next Chapcer, 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


| Of whom the Angels refuſe to be honoared. 


F the followers of the new Religion be as 
well grounded in Humilicy, as they p e- 
rend to be ſublirge in fpicir, rhey will gnder- 
ſtand what I ſhall now ſay ; Ocheiwife I ſhall 
loſe 'time, as if T ſhould ſpeak of Pain:inyg , 
Limning,/ or Carving, with thoſe chat have no 

infight 11 theſe things, 
 Sr,lohx Evangeliſt having learned Humilicy 
avd Meckneſs of Jeſus Chiilt his Maiter, be- 
holding the Majekt y of the Argel inthe Reve- 
{ations, of whom he had learn:d many divine 
ſecrets, fell down ar Ms feet, warſh:ppins hins to 
_ give him what was due ro a Peer of Heaven, 
The Angel looking vponr [oþy as one of the 
chief Pillars of Chrits Church, as an Apoile, 
at Evangeliſt, a Do&tor,a Virein, a Prophet , 
and as Hierox wicneleth , a Martyr ; bur a- 
bore all,as honoured with the title of che D:/- 
Erple whom Teſs loved, And therefore {oreſee- 
109g 
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ing bow Rich and eminent a place /ohn wasto 
poſſeſs in Heaven, ſaid ro him : Do not do tt, | 
4 1 am thy fellew ſervart. Adore God, verſ,10, 
* As if he had ſaid, Honour and Worſhip is 
{| dqnetothoſe who ate Suptrio's, Fellow ſer* 
vaDts ace equal; the;efore do not worſhip 
me, wic according to ihe file of Heaven , 
am zcthe moli bur thy qual, Adore God, 
who is our commes Lord, If aſervant, as fel- 
low ſervant have no author ity over his compa- | 
pion, becauſe authority raiſes him above his. 
fellow, it follows clearly, that the words Ds 

not do it, were of .counſel onely, nor of com- 

t mand, /ohy who had an Eagle-eye to behold 

the Divinicy, had never yer opened irto view 

his own preſent or ſuture dignity, and theres 

fore could not ſee how to approve. of thi 
counſel, He called ro mind the words of his 

- Saviour, that the leaſt in Heaven was greater 
| thenthe greateſt in Earth, Mat, 11,11, apd 
choſe rather to ſubfitt ſolidly in the lowly 

Foot-iteps of his Mafters humility, then yen- 

| ture to-admic a chonght of what he mighrbe 

\F hexeaſter, and cherefore he fell down again 

ar the feet. of the Angel to worſhip him, 

The Avgel concinned to treat John with re- 

| ſpect: Johnanſwered with Ggns of an hum» 

| blemind. 

Y The like contra was between Sr. Peter 

and the Centwrien, At, 15,8, The Centurion - 
5 received 
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received Petey as chief of the ApMles, as 2 
Meſlevger , or rather as an Anvel ſent from 
Heaven, and giving him reſpe& dne to. his 
calling, worſhipped him, Peter looking upon 
himſelf'asa poor Fiſher-man , as a greac fin» 
ner, and as one chat came'to ceach Humility, 
and not to engroſs Hononr to. his Office, 
wouid have declined as a finfol man, what the 
C ont arion cave to him asa man of God, He 
that undertiands the Language of Humility, 
needs no larger Comment. -To thoie that 
are Ignoranc thereof, 1 declare my ſelf by a 
familiar example. 

 AKivg being enamoured of the beauty of 
ſome Countrey Peaſant , after mavy inter- 
hinges of love and afteQion, fends ore of 
_bis boſom friends co treat with her, She re- 
ceives the Embaſſador wich the reſpect thar a 


FTir fe, © lp: 3.3 . ; 
Foo maid ought togive to a perſon of great 


obilicy, He looking vpon her as the dehgn- 
Sponſe of his Sovetaign, may well ſay, 
Hadam, 1 pray do not ſo much honour to me-, 
who am bat jour ſervaut, No intelligent man 
can 'rhink, chat he incends by this manner of 
Tpzech ro command her, Bur ſhe,if prudence 

Ide her ations, will not otic with a modeſt 

loſh'ro continue ill che Honour ſhe gave 
him,' cefleRing rhacl hes cercainty the Kings 
Favourice, and that it is y=r uncertain what 
may happen berween her and the Ctown, .To 
Sr Hip. Es. REL [258 


} 


7 - # ; bo 
'&O SY 4s >» 


of 4 Seeker. "oh 
take too munch upon her before the tice” 5 
might degrade her fromRoyal favours; where. 
as her humble behaviour makes her more 
lovely and amiable. The matter needs no 
application among ſuch 25 have been b:ovght - 
'up iti the School of Humility, Letns returt 
back tothe Angels and Saints , and examine 
by the Bible whecher or no they ſee, hear, 
and know what men do. 

Although Angels do common! y appear in 
the ſhape of Young Men wth wings, yerne ' 
man in(trveed in the riohr Faith , can chink 
chat they have need of an acrial body , or of 
any corporal infiraments to fee, hear, move, 

&mewiths - * go 
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- What the Spirit of the Lord teacheth concery- 
 ' ang the Mel and Saixts ſeeing. hearing , 
ard knowing what men do, | 


'He diftancz berween Heayen and Eatth | 
” Is very great, yet a Spit in the twinck- 
ling .of an, eye, before the Sun can dart its 
Rayes from Eatt co Welt, may be here,there, 
and bÞt again, And although the Angeligal 
Cirizens could'not moye from their heavenly 
abode , 
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_ © abade, yerthe happinels of cheic condicion | 
, makes R ge toſee, and hear afar of, } 
without being beholding co propipquicy, of 
_ place. . For. D:ves being in Hell, ſaw Abra- 
ham and Lazarm,and knew which was Abre- 
"bam, and which was Lexar. He ſpoke to 
. Abraham. and Abrahans to him , and they 
upderſiond oe the other, althoughby reaſon 
'of the great Chaos that was fixed between 
| > them, they could net meer-cogether , Luke 
SE -.:10,26. | 
 - > This ſecipg, hearing, and ſpeaking, with 
what eye, car, er tongue was it done? To 
men that traffick wholly in Spirit this queſtion 
is needleſs :. becauſe if chey have ever heard 
the Lord ſpeak tothe interior ear of their heart Þ 
they have found thar the Lords Voice catne F 
nor them by earrhly conveyances, Bur if } 
they ate ignoranc- of this Lanengge:, I fear } 
they may tel} me, that theLoid himſelf being Þ 
-, a pure Sþirir,can neither ſee nor hear, But Na- | 
vid will tell them, rhat ſuch people are fooliſh |. 
"and brautifh, who think the Lord , who planted | 
. the car, doth not hear, and he that framed the | 
E. #9e, doth ſes | (al, 93.3. 4.0 
EL. __*Hehab 
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| ull conceir ot 2 ſpiricual eflence, } 
_ who allows it no manner of workivg above | 
© ferrene, A Spirit, chough yer clogged. . h 1 


+ - Fleſh, may ſee thivgs ſecret and 'dilianc; wich 
- © aneye that is proper to their natare, Which 
EBT up et FS. \- know” 
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renomlegge is much more cleary.as ſoon as the 


duft of & 


all chat /Giexs treated with Neamay Sims, 
-  1-Sarn, 9.19. Pereriſaw the falſe heart of A= 
ganas and Saphyra, Acts 5:4. Ezekiel and 


Daniel (aw,and foreſaw wonderful things, E/z- - 
4 ſeven years after that he was ;cranſlated - 
.f50m, humane converſation, ſenr.2 Letter to 


Kivg loram, admoniſhipg him difimaly.of 


the hainous crimes he had committedio that - 
It be bad-not known them; how 


ihterval, 
. covld he have writ them? Let us paſs ro the 
+ Angels and Saints, Ws. 


-  ſeveralOffices commitced by the Lordtocheit 


. The Angels could not poſſibly perform th Ws ; 
Guharge ,-if they wanted day-lightio ſee , of 


ears of fleſh to hear, or ſucceſſive mption to 
: be- preſent. They are Meſſengers , they 


FT ace Guides, they are ProteRors, they © 
| -; offer. up .our Prayers, and. every where - 
FT .- execute the Lords command; As Meſſengers, 
- ,. they muſt know to whom they are ſent, and - 
' © where they ſhall find them : chey nanſtſpeak ©. 
Y erltood, they mult ſte how che Em-. * 


to be 4 :m 
baſly is taken, , avd they muſt nnderfiand the 
.anſwer- that is recurned, As Guides, they 


maſt know who follows, avd who tandsfiill, 


| . . encPrayers , they muſtbe preſent to om —, 


_- 


us body, which .dimms-the ſpicien- . 


+al light is ſhaken off, . E/zzexs ſaw in-ſpitic © 
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KEY hey muſt expeR our leiſute ; and not 
 abſenrr themſelves; they muſt take them. in 
what time, place, or manner ſoever they are” 
nde, they muit underſtand chem in whar 
angnage ſozver they are ſaid , althovgh ir 
were ih the ſecrer whiſper of rhe mind. As. 
Protefors, they muit be obeyed, and feared, 
forthe Lord commands vsto obey them, ind: 
- bids es beware of provokine them. Becanſe 
| they will ot ' Pardon aur Traiſorefi 109S', Exod, 
32.21, 

'Not only Angels. which are thus 1mployed 
by the Lord, bur the reſt alſ> underfiand'di- 
finaly what men doin chis life, This appears, 
for that they are ſorry aud weep whey men cons- 
nt fin, Iſai. 33.7. and they rejopce whes they 
are converted or repenteth, Luk. T 5.10, Which 
rhey could nor co, unleſs they knew both the. 
fin, and therepentance, Becauſe weeping or 
| rejoycing tor a thing, ſyuppoſeth a krowledoe, 
Tc being impoſhble ro: rejoyce for 'thar', "of 
which one Is ignorant, No man can re- 
Joyce that he hath a rreaſure hidden'in' his 
Gardery, or that he is made Heir to ſome great © 
Forrune, unleſs he fi;{t know ir, Neither doth 
ny man weep for the deach of bis friend; ri{l 
he have the cerrainty'of ic. So noAngel can 
be ſorry or glad for the fall or converſion of 
a fi ns vnleſs he ficſt know the interior mo- 


'rion of his faint or contrite Son}, :Now ſeeing 
Og | that 


: —— uh be E s. 
= s = Zed. ch +: os : p ba 
SR. 4 

- 


EG x 
_ 


: of 4 Seeker, 


repents ,.it follows that immediately in the 
ſame inſtant the Angels have a knowledge of 
ter 

This knowledge is commentothemall,be- 
' cauſe all of them. are many times witneſſes 
and accuſers, Paul chargeth Timothy before 
the Elelt Angels, that he ſhould obſerve the 
things committed to him, 1 Tim, 5, 21,/ He 
doth -not charge him before. two or twenty , 
or apy other determinate vumber, but before 
- themall; becauſe no reaſon can be affigned 


why any one ſhould be included or excluded, 


by more chan another. Now what account ſhould 
the Avgels be able to give of Timzethy's ob- 
ſerving or not obſerving choſe things , if 
rhey neither ſee, hear, or know what Time- 
thy doth ?  orif they ſee him ſometimes, 


yer for the moſt part they ſee himnor> Or ; 


what prudence Ipray was 15 1Þ Par] to write 
ic, or what imprudence had it beenin Timorby 
tolangh at it, if Paul or Timothy had believed, 

char the Angels know -nothing of mans 2Qi- 


ons >. Byr ſurely Timothy cook i ic for no Jeaſt» | 
|- 10g macrer, 


Paxl chargeth him before the Bleft Angel, 

I fear, Gentle Reader, thar thou ſhalc find at 
|. che hour:of thy;Death, char rhe Reprobate 
| Argue. wall baye ſeen, known, and-noted 
F1 down 


Faq. 
" that this joy is in. Heayen: before the Angels 
of God, , in the ſame moment chat the ſinner - « 
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 down'mote of thy life, than thou would wil 


lipgly ſee again, or wilt krow how to anſwer 


t&, It would be happy for chee, if thou could 
"except againki them, as. being blind and deaf, 
alledging that ihy ations were done in ſecrets, 
in the dead of mid-nighrt , under-ground,, oc 
cloſe wails, Or it thou could{t mock chem, 


as Elias did the gods of the falſe Prophers, - 


faying, thoo did({t wotk,when they wetetalk- 
ing with arhers or of other things, when they 
were upon a journey , or. when they ſlept, 
1 Kings 18, 27. Take heed, procure tolive 


well, and cruti nor too much to frivolous '-F 


Opinions. If a man may be frighted ar. his 


Death , to ſee the Devils, who arehisene- | 
mics to, accuſe him, how great will the trou- | 


ble he., when the: Elect Angels, who ate. 


Chtiifts friends ſhall oppoſe him ? Ir will.be a 


ſad change , when. che Angels, who by the © 


Lords -appointment, apd cheic own inclivati- 
eb, were P: orectors, Friends, and Guardians, 


ſhall. for mans default and perverſeheſs be- | 
come his irreconcilable enemies , and accu- ' 


ſers, - The Saints alſo will joyn with them to 


accuſe the wicked, as Chriſt ſaith, ALoſes ſhall * 


do the Jews, Note the force of 'this Argu- 
ment, 4 SIESY 97.v 
_- The /ews refuſed to receive Chriſt for the 
Mtſſias ,'alchoogh they'bad ſo many evident 


ligns-before their eyes, that he was the'man 


promiſed 
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promiſed in the Scriptures. This they did un-"- 
der pterence that they were the Diſciples of - 


| Moſer, of 9.28.8 yet they would vor believe. 1 
7; whar Moſer had wriittenof the Meſſiar,Johi5, * 


| © 46,-- Chriſt rold them, chat he tymſelf 


would not accuſe them for ir, but thar Moſer 


world aconſe them, in whom they tru$F, Joh, 
5- 45- They kvew that Moſes in his life time 
had had ſo greac an affeftion for them , that 


', he had&yten defended chem from the Lords 
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wrath; and chey flill ccuſted in him that: he 
would help them by his prayers andinterceſſi- 


+  eb.Forthe woros iz whows ye truſt beingin the 


prefent tenſe, they ſhew chat rhe Jews conf» 
dence was yet in Moſes, although he were then 
dead. ' Burin lieu, faich Chiilt, of Praying, 
Inrercedtog or pleading for them, he ſhould 
accuſe them, Certainly it will be a great eye 
ſore and heart-break to the Jews to ſee Moſes 
prove an- enemy, whom they hoped to bave 
found a conſtant friend. Iris not probable, 
that- Moſer wiHl accuſe them upon hearsſay , 
or bare relation only, Becauſe ina Conrr 
of rhoſt exact poſing ſuch-an Accuſer onghe 
not 'to' be heard; where'the Sentence is tobe. 
given of death, ecernal death, and where the 
principal that related ir, may eafily be found , 
produced}, and made to bring in his evidence, 


' Therefore he will charge them wich what he 


cen depoſe upon his own light and knowledge, 
TIN on H 2 Which 
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Moſes aud the Prophers were io — world; 
ſeeing o they were a ail of them born afrer Abra- 
hers death, unleſs he had known what paſſed 
amaveft che living, _ 

' S6me may object, th2 P;ophet Iſaiah , 


when the people having immediate recourſe 


unto the Lord, alledged that Abraham was 
201101 ant of thers and that Iſrael did not ac- 
ledge them, Iſai, 63.16, Ir is tobe noted, 

how they who preſume to read the Bible 
much.; undetrfiand ir (> little as to bring pla- 


ces for themſelves which make point-blank | 


2gaink them, as this doch, which proves home 
rochepurpoſe of my intent, The 1gnorance 
whica tne 1ſrae/its deplored to be iv Abrahans 
was a {mart ignorance canſed by their own 
fanit,which made ehem more ſenſible of their 
fins, and cty out with ;greater feeling to the 
Loid ior mercy, as being deprived of "the In- 
cerceffion, and help of ſo great a ProteRor as 
was their Father Abraham, It was ſuch an 
i2norance as Parents have, when tired with 
the iygraticude of their Children, chey firſt 
and then acknowledge 
them ivo more for theirs, not caring thence 
forward to hear or know what they do. Se A- 
Graham and Tſras! weary of the Jewiſh obſit- 

pacy, 
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nacy, bat vot being willing to accuſe them ,. 
whom they had once cheriſhed as their Chil- 
drev,thoughrt fit nor co acknowledge the 
any mare, or remernber thein any longer, '$6 
they were ignorant, becauſe they would beſo, 
Andrche holy Texrdoth not ſay.he did not know 
them, for he knzw them well enough, bur 
did not acknowledge them,” He would have "bo 
ching to do with a People, whom the Lord 
had caſt off and was fo far from owning them 
for his own, that he would nor permit any'to 
ſpeak for them, or treat of a Reconc iliatian 
with them, For che Lord forbad [eremiab to 
co pray for them , /er,7.16, proteſting chat 
alchovgh Moſes and Samuel, who were 
then dead, or Ezekiel. and Daniel, who wwete 
yer living, ſhould incercede for chat pnduriful 
veneration he woutd give no mpre Eat x6 
them becauſe his Soul or aff eit 194 'was 10 pore 
fet upon that people, Jer, 11, 14, and £4. 12, 
and 15,r. If it had bzen poſſible the Lord 
alſo would pot have known them, ** | 
What ſhall we fay*to the words. \obich | 
Chriſt uſech' ro che [fooliſh Virgins, 'F know 
you'ot ? Mair, 31.14, Woro the. Sout, to 
whom Chrilt ſhall ſay, / know you net. It were 
a filly' thing ro raiſe a Diſpute upon theſe 
words, whether or no Chrilt ſee avd know 
what men do. This ignorance, this non-know- 
ledge of Chriſt argues a deepknowledge of the 
H ; unwor- 
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I uaworchiveſs of thoſe ro whom..he. fpeaks, 7 
Every one uſerh-co ve known'by his name. 
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And chey are truely known ro Chrift, whoſe 
naines are written in the Book of life, Now 
becauſe Chriſt defired to know all, he died for 


' all ,, and lefc it ivtheic power ro apply.'the 
vi:ee of his death and merics noto themſelves 
char if they pleaſed, they mighr all be regi-. 


fired therciv, Which if they be careleſsro do, ! 
he will make ic be ſeep in duetime,.chat ic is 
cheir negligence, not his fault, thac they are 
notwricren chere, When this life is-ended,and 
Heaven Gate is once ſhur,then ir may well be 


Labor char neicher the Lord, Chrilt , the 
[s, or Saints, go ſee, hear or know any. 


oC 
? role chac ace wirhour, For whoſoever 
oes to hell, (hall be in ecernal obliviap be- 
Ig God, his Anointed, and all the Courr of 
Heaven, 74 "dreadful Sentence. . | 
Dear Reader, ler chy life be fuch,. as that 
the E orc ] may be moved to command the An- 


"pelo to do rhe ſame office co thee, as they did 


to. Lazarm , that is, ta carty 55 Soul-to a 


| happy repoſe, If thou diſlikett che condition, 
If thow ſtandeſt yer Riff in thy opinion, . char 


chey neither know where thou arr , hor. how 


thou liveft, nor when thou dyeſt ; if chqn nei- 


ther. careft for their help, nor doſt value their 
anger, blatne not them when thon giveſt up 
the. CO they leave Fre Carry. yochers. 

- Thrice 
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Jjoying of God, and-many: of | them again for 


as fnuch-as belongs to the treating wich men, 


. For as the Lord gnverned the wotid by the mt» 

 Biliry 6f Angels before the coming of the Meſ» 
fas we find in cheOld Teltament-:ſo Chritt, 
vpon whom all power is conferred, is pleaſed 
{ince his: A{certion to make uſe of the Saints 


co performrhe ſame FunC&ions, as we have in | 
' the New. Becauſe our of defire thar he hath - 
to honour humane nacure, which he flamed, 


_ herewards the Saincs, thar- ſhall overcome in 

- the warfare of this life , with making them to 
God , Kings and Prieſts, that they may reign 
_ wpmeath Rev.5,10,g10ing them power,to forme 
over ities, Luk,19.17; toothers over Nations; 
that they may rule them with arod of [ron|Rev; 
2.26.toothers over many things, MAL2 5.26; 


Tacſe and many other like paſſages of- the 


holy Bible, cannot bave a ,good-and proper 
ſenſe, unieſs che Saints,as well as the Angells, 
have a_parcicular dicin&t knowledge. of the 
manifoid varieties of accidents that happen: 
upon this earth. ., Auchoricy co reign and-rule 


oivesrightrothem that havereceived ſuch ay--' 


thorſty, to know the limics of their Power,to: 


be informed of, the nature of che people that: 


are_ their SubjeQs , to underiiand what lan- 
>  - nl 


j Fave 0 ri RS «ft 
l > 4 "> P oj ws, ? Hs 


. _ Thrice happy chey thar are carried thiher, . * 
| They (hall all of chem, be /ike »nto the Angels, 
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guage tliey ſpeak}, and under whar Climate 
che-City, |Region, or place they govern, 1s. 
firnared, - They muſt know the condition, 
| flare, and qualicy 6 the perſons committed 
to their charge,how they' behave chemſelves 
wherher they be inclined to vertne or to vice, 
whether ealie or hard ro be managed, and 
when it 1s requiſice to nſe, when to ſpare the 
rodof l:on. And becauſe this governmenc 
is conterced vpon the Sainrs by Chriſt, chiefly 
and direQly forthe ſpiritual, invifible help of 
cheit SubjeQts, ard tends onely indireRly to 
the eaſe of their corporal neceſſities, it is ne- 
ceſfary > that the Saints ſhould be as vigilant 
andwacchful to proteR and defend their Cli- 
ens .'as the Devil is: buhe to ruine thery, 
Wherefore they "muſt 'be able npon any 're- 
courfe made unto them, inwhar cime, plate, 
- or manner ſoever ic be to hear theif Snbje&s 
plaints:orprayers, to grant their requeſt, ro 
redreſs cheir miſeries, and to procure, if need. 
be; Divine favours for them. As Inſtruments 
are.neceſlary to than that doth-pratiſe an- 
Art', io are theſe things to the Saints that are 
ro-exetciſe immediate juriſdiction, He- that 
makes the Saints blind, deaf, dumb , and ig- 
norabt, miſtakes the Bible, and 'calls in-que- 
ftionrhe fulneſs of Chris promiſe, © 'HeThat 
- potiders theſe things marurely, when he reads 
chem in'them in the'Word of God,doubts ow 

, Fo 2 U£ 
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'F. butthatChriki 15 cxichful, his. cons trne;his re re-. 
': wards petfeR, his gifts complete, his promiſe 


without repentance , and thar be fulfils avd * 
rforms it with entire fartsfaRion ro the pat» 
tie. Which if it be (6, let every one confeſs. 


- that co believe char the Angels and Saints , 


hear, ſee, and kvow what is' Joie | iv this low- 
er earth, 1s well and ey proud in the 


Bible, la 


Icis bigh time that we come” to the 


point created of inthe 33 Chapter,” It: was 


there eftabliſhed and agreed upon,rtiar all Ho- 
pour and: Glory ought, ro be given' r6/the 
Lord alone;takivg the word. A} and alawitt 
their moſt proper and rigorous 6gfiification; 
Notwithfiandibg, to the end you may'fee thar 
1 ſhun nor the difficolcy ,* I will hete confithy 
ic m6re ar {arge; by ſhewing firſt, what hotoup 
is, then co whom, and upon what ticle itcan 
bedue; from whence 1: will paſs to abſwer!- 


plainly and fully the main Poinr, 7: 


Theſe three Chapters are ſothewhar ſpecn- 


 lative ; ler choſe who fear chem , cre cheny 


over F and go to the 40 Ck, > 15:5 = 


$ 


What Honour &. 


Onour is the fruic of an exterionr ins 
& 4 creaſe, gotten by the dilating of his 
pame, who beivg inwardly full, works for 
himſelf moſt admirable chingsoutwardly,The 
declaration df this defivicion ſufficeth coprove 
© ehat-true Honour can agree to none bur, the 

Lord alone. -. | 
:- A thing doth increaſe interiorly within it 
ſelf, when there is received intoit fome new 
- qualify oc vertue which ic had not before, In 
which manner, God cannot increaſe, becauſe 
His-Eſſence being ivcrinſecally full of all poſ- 
fible and irtaginible excellencies;perfeRions, «. 
beauty, happineſs, and the like, he:can re- 
. Geive-inco-himſelf no-real enrity which can 
make him Froer or better, Man (the ſame 
is to be ſaid of Angels) may increaſe interi- 
orly , becauſe-his Efſence being a pure no- 


_ , thing, anda meer vacuity of all good , he 


may continnally/receive into himſelf new 
 aQnalitiesand forms, which' may avgment 
E.- | ' An 


% 
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vſurped: feathers, + 


. cauſe according to P 
inreftv dere, It is afficmed iv cae.nomivarixs 


122. 


An exterior encreaſe is made 'by ſuper- ; 
adding, to the. 'efſence ſome new thing,,-of 


ſorne new name. God canpor increaſe. by 


acquiring avy new thipg Pbecauſe all things 
are his : bur he may encreaſe by getting -2 
new name, as by making.che World he gar 
the name of C reator , which he had not. 
fore, 

The fruic of this, increaſe 'is called He- 
nour, and ought ove'y ro be. oathered by him 
that is inwardly full of his own perfeCtiong. 
Becauſe Honour is, a- Royal -velt , that ;c 
only fir well \upon a full efſence.. ., Ic; 


$4 


'with reaſon, that he, who .is foll. ionnly 


ſhould encreaſe ontwardly. .-. . / 
Man, it is true, may encreaſe all. | 
wayes ; bur ic is againſt righe order, thac he | 
ſhould encreaſc e ourwardly by bononr, till bis - 
interior yacuities be filled wich perfeQions, | 
Which becanſe ic can never be. dane by tea- 
ſon of the infinire-nulls that are in. him,.. av 
by reaſon that whatſoever he hath,or canhave, 
35 none of. his but Gods... Therefore hoy 
2pp:opriared to man, is a 4200 ſwelling, nota 
ſolid dilating ; if. is a maf{ Robe upon 1n- 
fant ſhoulders, it isa acl; [mg with | 


ifigirch the ching - :b = 
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cafe.” Inſfomuch as whatſoever is affirmed | 
of the name, 'is afficmed of the thing ir ſelf, 
 Wndrherefore when the Lotds Name encrea- 
ſeth , the Lord himſelf is ſaid! to encreaſe, 
And becauſe the name tis nat the Lo:d him- 
ſelf, bnt hach been impoſed vpot him by 
men to fienific his incrinſecal eſſence or par- 
ticular atcribures ( as the name God,. Creater, 
is not his incrinſecal efſence, nor intcinſe- 
cally'in him ) therefore becauſe the name 'is 
*eally our of him, the Lord by che encreafe 
'of bis name, is ſaid to encreaſe'ontwardly. 
© -?Fhis outward encreaſe is made by dilating 
the name, and the name is difated when ic 
Ppaſfleth ro che knowledge, eſteem, and repure 
char others have of him that is, or of him 
That works, It is greater or leſſer, as the 
"knowledge and eſteem is in more or fewer , 
'Sreater or lefſer, And he char hath no re- 
.Þotation at all, or an ill one, 'is ſaid to have 
"ho name ar all, or an ill one, 
' A Name is of two kind:, . The one is 
Impoſed'upon the thing at che firſt, ro notify 
-anddiftinguiſh the eſſence ;, the other is gor- 
'rer afterwards by working, The firſt name 
repreſents ad ſignifies a determinate narure, 
' 8s. It 1s planted 1t ir ſelf, and as it is diſtin& 
from all others. . the Name God, Man, 


"Heaven, repreſents and hgoifies the nature 
and effence of theſe things, as they are con- 
ET, con- 
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conſticured in themſelves wich all their eflen-, 
tial and proper predicats, and as chey are 
copdiltinQ from all others, And whatſoever 
is verificd of this vame, is verified of the. 
thing, who'e name It is, which can be (aid of 
nothing elſe befide, char is ont of the eſſence, 
The ſecond Name is ootten by free work- 
ing, which being added to the firſt name , 
encreaſerh it, and makes it greater, True 
It is, that by reaſon of the abundant variety 
of free ations man may do, he may have 
divers names,as of Juſt, liberal, magnanimous, 
prudent ; bur they are all compr chended un- 
der rhe fecond name, -Upan this name dath - 
alwaies attend praiſe or blgme, Becauſe &- 
very free aAton ts praiſe or blame-worthy , 
and is the root of renown, glory, or Ignoml- 


ny. 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 
To whom, and upon what title Henenr 75 ares 


> Xcellency , is an object obliging every 
one that looks upon.it,to crown his name 
wich honour, that is the proper Lord of the 


_ Excellency, The rriie Lord of it can be no 
OLNer 
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ether than God alone , ſeeing 3ll excelſercy 
is cicher in God, or belongs co him, What- 


ſoever 1s in him, is natural and neceſſary, and * 


therefore, although he ought to be honoured 
for it, yer honour joyned with praiſe' and 
glory is due to him tor thoſe excellencies 
alone, that ſhine in his free producing moſt 
admirable works ont of himſelf, He made 
all chings-co purchaſe- this honour, as che 
crown of his Works. He wis jealous of ic, 
and reſerved ir for his own brow, Bur be- 
cauſe to wotk for honour only 1s vanity , he 
made all chings for profit alſo, Not for bis 
own profir, becauſe he can want nothing,bur 
for mans good, who ftands in need of all 
thipgs, Man thereſore is obliged to reap 
' Ptofir by creatures, rhat is, by the right uſe 
of them toencreaſe inwardly in perfeRion, 
and make God encreaſe onrwardly by yield- 
ing him all che honour, For God coimpre- 
hending from all eternity, that he could noc 
be inwardly berter, decreed to make him- 
ſelf ir\rime outwardly greater, 'Thetefore 
he fill-d all and every one of his works,with 
the effeQts of his wonderful power, wiſdom, 


ard goodneſs, and would be the ſole princi- . 


Pal agent of all thar is vertnous, good, and 
laudabje, to the end that his Name alone 
might be dilzred, hallowed, ſanQified, and 
crowned with honour, admiration, _ 
i aD 
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wills and tongues, Whoſoever-appropriates 
any of this honour to himſelf, or gtves it 
with appropriation \to any other , bereaves 
che Lord of his external Diadem, and Tray- 
cor-like ſers it upon his own, or upon ſame: 
orher empry brow , that proudly and vainly 
preſumes co uſtrpthe dignity of a Godhead, - 


ne, "ous 
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' CHAP. XXXIX. 


Honour can by no title be due to Men, Angels ,ov 
any other creature, 


Ne may ſay, thatthe two roots, which 

make honout due, are both of them in 
man, becanſe he is indned wigh multiplicity 
of noble talents, and producerh a- great num- 
ber of excellent ations, I anſwer, thar they 
are ſo: but chat neicher of cher is ſuffictenc 
co make it lawful togive unto himthe honour 
thac ovght to ſprout ſrom chem, The ſame 


Is to be ſaid of the Avgels. 


- The firſt doth nor ſuffice, becauſe what- 
ſoever excellency is in man, tt is wholly the 
Lords work, No man can boaſt that-he hath 
apy, which he hath not received, and which 

w  withour 
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and glory , by all creared underfiandidgs, | 
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ken again from him, * Therefore he cannot 
Pretend 'to be honoured for an excellency 
thatisnone of his,, If you ſay. the Lord be= 
Gowed jt upon him, and therefore ic is bis, I 
anſwer, thac he beftowed upon; him. the uſe , 
northe propriety, And this aſe is fo his,chat 
he js not licenced to uſe and abuſe ir ar his 
pleaſure, bur he is obliged to uſe ic according 
o the divine will. - Which if he do, he per- 
forms bur his dury ; if he do ir nor, he may 
fear chaſitſement, . 

The ſame: reafon_proves'that the ſetond 
root doth not ſuffice. For although man does 

any heroical ations, yet upon due reflexion 
of what the Lord might have expected from 


him, he will happily be aſhamed ro conſider 


vs by bis repidity and negligence the ation 


1s disfigured, obſcured avd ſpoiled, Buc ler © 


us -gzanc thar_ be wiovght-with the urrmolt of 
his forces, ability and power, yet iz.is nor poſ+ 


ible for him to arrive higher. than co obrain 


the name of ap auprofi table Servant, Andifhe 
would preſume to tecch forth his hand co' 
catch at honour for it , he would deſerve to. 
be branded with the infamous name of Prong, 
and ro be thrown ourof che Lords favour, as 
Laetfer was: qur, of Heave®s,. . Now to the 
main: 0 polar, : | 
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How, "aud why Eonour may be gruen to. Mes, 
"Angels, or Saiits, without prejadige of £141%%, 
4 All Honour to the Lord. | oh 


He difficulty ariſech. from the words of 
T che Lord, ſaying y' dm Propher 2.4 
will u#t give my glory or hanour 10. any other; 
Iſa, 42.8. Becauſe, To God algne all hawokr and 


glory, .1 Tim. 1:19. ., _ Wa - 
' To underſtand che Texc right , you mult 


. nore that the word to give, may be Ag 


wayes. The one is ina firit', proper > 
rigorous fenſe,, when by. yertue of giving 
the Receiveris niade abſoluce Lord no Ma- 
fter'of the thing' given: As when one gives 
you a Jewel, hectansfers upon you the: dos 
tmipion of 'ir, ſo that you may diſpaſe of 4t 
at your pleaſure, withour beipg accountabl 


. fo any mad for ic, In this tenſe the.;Lor 


ſpeaks," as is manifeſt ont of the precedenc 
wotCs of rhe ſame verſe, 1 am the Lord that 
is my name : that is to ſay, 1 alone am, and 
will be the Lord of —_— and glory, _ | 
$941 wi 


FD, 4, 
will have no Lord of it but my ſelf,and there- 
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fore I will not give it to any other, 

There is another 1nperfe& way of givirg, 
when che chipg given 1s pot pur directly into 
the true owners hand, but inco another 
mans hand to be delivered to the righc 
owner of ir, By vercue of ſuch an indiret 
giving, the Receiver is not \made: Lord of 
rhe chips elven, buc concrats an obligation 
co deliver it co the rue and lawful. Owner, 
This obligation is*'gronnded 1D the cauſe, 
that moved the Giver, and jn ourcaſe itvis 
indiſpenſable; Th this (eoſe the Lordis con. 

vt, and commands 'in many places of the 
Bible; thac honour be given to [uch. as, co- 
operate with him'to the producing of certain, 
works that deſerve honour, that by cher” 
means Jr be rethrned ro him, A familiar 
example will rgake.it clear, 


* ” 


One 'gives yol1 a Lecrer, Petifian, Bil} or, 
Memorial cobe prefenced to. the Kings mot 
Excellence Majefty, This Bill;or Memorial 
is giver to you by a very improper manner, * 
of giving, it being p:operly and in rigour to 
be givenro the Kivg, Ir js only, committed 
ro-your fidelity co give ir, and you by .recel;, 
vitjs ic- contract an' obligation ro; deliver , ic. 
and may be called in queſtiop, for.ir, if ,yott 
omir co doit, If che office or profit. of ſach 
Bills belongs to.you , you may jullly cxParfs 
; SEE 7 DE | g -— - _ 


chat thy be puc inco your, Foy pit you 
Cannot pretend chat they, are youre, - . Or hat 
yo! have iight to detain them, vr. to. ſupe 
preſs them, 5c _ortergiſe ro diſpoſe of: them, 
F this imperfe&t manner ;we,may. glye-a cer- 
rain kind: of, honone co: Men, Angels, and 
' Saints, and they may, receive-it, and expect 
Ic ſhovld be given them, Yer they canhave 
no title ta have orto hold .it., bor: they are 
2 Cow with an obligaripazo return it entire 
anto the Laid. <0 
I ſaid. a-certain kind F brane,” rhar is; 
ſuch an honour as is due. ynto the Lord for 
cieaced excellencies. Becauſe the henour, 
chitis due unto him for the, increared, 18 an 
honour that is, called Dzvine , of which the 
Lord is-ſo. jealqus,, that he will noc permit 
any patr.chereot ro be communicaced zu ay 
manner. to Cicaturss, , He. will not allow of 
_ ſo much as ahmple thaoght, that a Creature 
can have any divine excellency. i in ic: much leſs 
_ will he app:ove of a ſettled will to kneel or 
bow co ic. Bur when. che. excellencies are 
creared, then you may and ought to give ho- 
nour 1n the imperfet. manner "aforeſaid , ro. 
the pzrſon-thac hath them, 
For although all men are equal in cheir 
' bicth as beivg equally born naked, yer they 
are not afterwards equally digrified alike', 
ſome of chem being derermined by che Lord, 
© AN in 
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ID the ordet%of nature to be Kings , Corn- 
thiadders;*Migiftrares//and meaner Officers ; 
Sthers again being called by the ſame Locd in 
rhe order of Grace, tobe Biſhops, Prelaces, 
Paſtors, and the like; others in a more ſub- 
lite way to be Inſtruments and \urtherers of 
bis ſpictcual charge, in which number are the 
Angels and Saints, and ſhe above them all, 
whotholds by the title of Gods Maternity, 
Theſe favours as they raiſe the perſons favou- 
red toa very hotable eminency.1o they oblige 
alf others ro'teffifie by an exteriour aRof cap- 
ping, bowing, kneelivg, &c, their interior 
approbation'of the Lo:ds pleaſure in exalting 
them, rather they others. For whoſoever 
pives& Honour'co the Creatnre; mult doic with 
an acyl + vittozl; br habitual intention to | 
Horour the Lo:d'\, ”noc with a formal will, 
to have ir-reft there; Apd whoſoeyer receives 
Ir, muſt immediarely ſendit to the Lord,for 
whoſe ſake it isviven him, Otherwiſe he is 
diſlloyal ro man, and creacherovs to the Lord: 
T0 man, becauſe he betrayesche'rruſt charman 
put inhim; to the Lord, becauſe he defrauds 
him of the Honour ſent him, 
Wherefore they deſerve much to be com- 
paſſionared, wio are placed ingrear office,dig- 
pity,or ſuperiority, Bzcayſe oth the one fide 
they are obliged to receive Honour, other- 
wiſe they cannot returvit rothe Lord; on _ 
| F otner 


ſaid, mySwl doth magnify the Lord,and my 5p6- 
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other fide they muſt beware of. it ,- becatſ®. 
Honour is an eaged tool, which the Lord will 


pot have. chem to handle; it is a ſweetthae 
he will not. have them taſte ofg. It is a pef- 
furne that he will nor have chem ſmell co,icis 


a Coin thar muſt nor. be clipped , bur returned: 


whole aud entire into his Exchequer, Who® 


ſoever prevaricates in this kind, ſhall be im. 


pzached for Proud , and proceeded againſt as 


| Traitors to the external Scepret of' Heavens 


Soveraign, 

The Holy Bible layes- before our eyes che 
incompatgble example of the B, Virgin Mary, 
as a moft perfe patiern how to rexurh Hod- 
nour to the Lord, oy 

 S. Elizabeth, by inſtinR of the Holy Ghoſt, 
having hononred the Virgin ary with. the 
title of erher of the Lord, and being aftonts 
ſhed at the hamble viſir ſhe made to her in- 
ferior, pronounced her Bleed ameng ſt wameny 
Luk, 1.42. with a blefſedneſs rhar was never 
yec communicated co any bur her alone,ſeeing 
no otherever had, or ever ſhov{d have ſuch 
2 bleſſed fruit, as ſhe bore in her womb, The 
Virgin admitted of the Honovr , which ſhe 
could nor refuſe withour prejudice of Truth, 
that ſpoke by the tongue of Elizabeth. Bur 


. without deraining it one- fingle moment, ſhe 


diſpatched it preſently rothe Lord, And Mary 


ri 
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rit hath yejozced in God my Saviour, Luk, 1.46, 
Behold;haw-not ſhe,but-the Lordis magnity-. 
ed,andchat nor with words onely.,, bur wich 
| Heayt and Sonl;She zdmirs no joy, bur. what 
is ſpirirual, and” her Spiricrejoycech in God a-: 
lone, '- Who alchongh as heri'Son he be impri- 
 ſoned-1n her womb ,/' yer -as 'God\he is her 
peculiar Saviour, : She 2oes forward, acknows- 
ledgipg that from her ſelt (ſhe hath-noching ; 
bar thar' it” is ' rhe Omniporent thar: hath 
wroveht great things in her ; and therefore 
not 'the'Hand-maid butthe Name of the Lord 
ought co be exalted; hallowed:and-fanRtifed. 
Her-whole Canticle is.a moſt humble Docu- 
ment to inſtruct us, bow that hogour which. 
with reaſon isgiven to Creatures for the noble 
works which the Lord” hath wroughc.in and 
by them; ovghc nor'coreſt in Creatures, bur - 
be rransfetred to the Lord of it. and them, 
And:fo che: Lord receives a double honour, 
For as he, to whom a.preſent is ſevt /, 18 
far more eſteemed than be that" carties- it: : 
ſo the Lord ro whom all Honobr is-finally di- 
rected, is much more- Honoured; they Men 
or Avgels; who have onely charge to deliver 
If, ':Yeaz/as 1t cannot. be denied;;bnethar.che. 
greater-worth:.and: Nobilcy of 'rhe::carrier:, 
makes the prefent. more grareful', 'fo-itmuit 
needs: be\granted; 'tharfopour is. moſt acce- 
ptable-unto xhe' Lord, when irip-prefenced 


him 
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bimby che-Hand of his beſt friends, andgrea. 
ce(t;favourices, 1 vohgo 07+ 2h, 
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why Angels and Saints onght rather to be 
/ Sreec;y then Men, s | 


Ur of what hath been ſaid, ic is eaſie ' © 
co gather, that honour may be more ſe="" | 
curely commitred to Saints and Angels, chen. 
ro mortal men. Becauſe men by teaſon.of 
- their ignorance, blindneſs, paſſion, ſelf-lovg , 
| vehement cempration, and other frailties in. 
| corrupt vacures, are ſubjeR to apply corhems. 
| ſelves che ſweet char is felt in receivivg Ho- 
- * nonr, Whereas the Saints and Apgels have 
. ſuch a ctrear knowledge of their own infuffi- - 
4 ciency and weakneſs,and of the Lords Power, 
Worth, and Dignity , that it is nor poſſible 
for chem co receive. any praiſe which chey 
} ſhonlkdnor preſently make- paſs to their Cre- 
ator, 2 | — 
- 'The Virgin Mary, as ſhe ſurpaſſeth aſl in. 
| being exalted:tothe.ſuperexcellenc dignity of 
4 the Mother-hood of God, ' ſo' ſhe exceeds 
chem all in the perfe& diſcovery of her own' 
baſeveſs; avdithe Lords dreadful-gtearneſs.” 
ar I 4 ; This 
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This ſypernacurkd ray of divine light wicholds 
her from arrogating to her ſelf avy the lealt 
parcel of the incomparable Enconiums , or 
exaggerated praiſe, which all learned and pi- 
ovs ages have bequeathed unto us, as lively 
reftimonies of the deſire they: had to honour 
her. And noman did ever fear, that ary of 
them ſhould Rick by her .. who with humble 
oratitude makes them all fiream: ro increaſe 
the Honour,. Praiſe and' Glory of God the 
Fountaiv,, : | a: 

* Becauſe I have mentionedthe Virgin Mary, 
and becauſe this Treatiſe way came ivto the 
hatnds of ſome that have been brought vp 
with a mean conceit of. her; I will-briefly 
lzy down ſome Motives, drawn our of the 
Bible, ypon. which the Religion of Chrilt re- 
lies, when it attributes honour toher, 


— 


CHAP, XLIL 


Reafone aut of the- Bible for FHononry given ts 
the Virgin Mary. 


Þ He Virgin Mary is the trae! Mother of 
7.,, God. This Titte alone dothy raiſe her 
above all created greatneſs, - The higheſt: 
Cherubio or:Seraphin dares preſume vo pag d;.2 
_ then | 
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theb to be ſervant of tne Lotd, --$he. is im 
veſted with the tithe of 'Mother, and of ſath 
a Morher, as ſtill remains a Virgin, Becabſe ic 
was Convenient that no other thang Virginal 
womb ſhould bring forth a God-head, Ay 
Arch-Angel was ſent from Heavet with exs 
preſs ioſtruRions ro declare her Bleſſed, The 
renour of his Embaſſy was ditared by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and ſer down word by word is | 
the Holy Bible. Hail fullof Grace, the Lord 
# with thee,Bleſſed art thou among Women, Luk, 
1.28. Hail, becauſe ſaluted from the facred 
Trinity , and eleted to anincomprehenhible 
dignity, Fullof Grace, becauſe alwayes free 
frem fin, and abounding in Original Juſtice, 
The Lord 5 with thee, becauſe he poſſeſſed 
thee inthe firſt inſtant of rby being; : Bleſſed 
art thou among women , becauſe thon haſt re+ 
ceived a Prerogative above them all, The 
Arch-Angel Gabriel denounced this Bleſſing 
ro her in privace, but Elizabeth by infiin& of 
the Holy Ghoſt proclaimed it in the ſame 
words 1D publick, giving notice thereof ro the 
whole world. 4nd ſhe cried out with « loud 
 vor6e, and ſaid, Bleſſed art rhiu among women. _ 
Luk. 1.42, Nor only bleffſed in thy ſelf, bur 
bleſſed alfo for the blefſed fra of thy womb: 
bleſſed for chy Faith, blefled for rhe-promitſes - 
made.to thee, and bleſſed beranſe rhoſe rhings 
ſhall be performed aud arcompliſhed, which have 


bees 
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ſpaken to'thee,. The blefſed Virgin inſpired by 
che ſane Holy Ghoſt declared: openly, what 
the Lord! had.ſpoken ro her in ſecret,'(v:z.) 
Fhat all Generations ſhall call her bleſſed, Luk: 
2.48. Ttis Prophefie began immediately ro 
be falfitted; - The Apollles enafted ir for an 
Article of 'Faith, thacſhe is Rill a Virgin, and 
that ſhe enjoys the unmatchable blefing/ of 
Virginity/and Fecundiry,, All fairbful ſub- 
jeRs of Chritts Religion ſabmitced roirc, The 
Pcimitive Fathers, rhe Acumenicat Connclle; 
the DoRors of the Church the ſpeculative Dj- 
vines, all Contemplatives, all Maiters in Spi- 
rit, all: Chriitian Hiftortographers , and all 
that have managed a Pen fzvouring of San&i- 
tie, have left Learned and Pions Monnments 
of "the tribote of Praiſes, that have been paid 
ro her worth, No man- who: hath read Au» 
thors can deny this, Gentle Reader, if thou 
.knoweſt any man chat makes pioteffion to 
have re:d chem, charge his Conſcience, who- 
ſoeverhe be,with this my-ſaying, and he muſt 
be more then impudcent if he will deny ir, Bur 
if thou.doſt meec with ſome on: 'that bears 
ſuch ſmall reſpeRt to Chriſt, thar eyen againſt 
moſt palpable cerurh)}, he is forward ro cloud 
che nameiof Choilts Mother, I am ſorry thar 
chou canft-not read them thy ſelf, For I affure 
thee, thou ſhontdſi find more devour, fweet, 
tender'exprefiions of admiration. Loye:pand' 
s Praiſe 
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Praiſe of: the glorious Virgin ary, which 
could not be written-, but by Pens dippedin 
che Spiric-of Truthand Piety , ſeeing that 
whilſt” chey-carry ghe praiſes of the Mother 
alofc,-they:tend to the exaltation af\the Son 
Ch:iſt Jeſus, EE | \-26T - 
- - Buc why ſhe more ble{ied then other wo- 

men? Becauſe all other women cairy alopg 
wich them.che Original Curie , ſhe alone is 
pronounced Bleſſed, as never having incurred 
any Origipal Rain, Becauſe it being eltabliſh» 
ed inthe Divine Law, that fpe ſhoxld cru(p. 
hi head, that fir inteted rhe Root of .Man- 
kind, Gez. 3. I5, it had been prepoſterous, 
that the Serpent ſhould firſt have ſqueezed 
her. Avdſeeing ſhe was tobe Mother tothe 
Son, by verrue of whoſe Merits ſhe was to 
cruſh Sacan,. it was abſolutely convenient , 
that ſhe ſhould enjoy by p:iviledge,whar was 
due co her Son by Nature. - For it 1s an efta- 


' bliſhed Maxim tn Imperial and Royal Courrs, 


that in priviledges the Spouſe doth participate 
with the Soveraign. Hefer, becauſe ſhe 
was Queen, was exempted from the rigorous 
Edi& of Death, that was Proclaimed againſt 
all, Heſt, 13.13, Iniike manner the faral 
Decree of Original Death ,, which paſſed a- 
gainſt all the poſterity of Adams, was not to 
include the B, Virgin Mary, ſeeivg ſhe was to 


'be Queen: of Heaven, andthe Daughter, Ho- 


ther, and Spouſe of God, Her 
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' 'Het pecnliar bleſſing confifted in that , 
which the Royal Pfalmift ſpeaks of -her in a 
My fiical ſenſe, Dex qui precinxit me virtrites 
& poſuit immaculatam viam meam, Pal. 17: 
$5. God who girded me with a preventing wire 
tHe or grace. and laid my way immaculate, It 
was the Omniporenr virtue of God, that pre- 
vented her, it was his Grace that filled her, ic 
was his Love that paved the way ,: his Pority 
that freed it from ſport, and it was his Merits 
thar made the way Hers, It was truly her way. 
For ſhe alone and no other did ever rread nc, 
She was fo lovely and gracions in hes paſlage 
over H,that the werds of the Spouſe are right= 


ly applyed unto her, Thou art all beantiful | 


and fair, ardthere 1s no ſpot or blemſh in thee, 
Cant.4.7. This is the fra igttanr of her being, 
Who (hall declare what the laſt of her Liſe 
was ? 

It ts nor poſſible for humane capacity to 
comprehend how excellent and rare a crea- 
care ſhe was, when ſhe aſcended trinmphane 


to-heaven, For ſeeing that one dram of | 


Grace doth more 2dornthe Sov! then all na- 
- rofal luſtre can do, who ſhall conceive what 
beauty ſhined in her, that was erriched with 
a plenicude of grace. in the firſt moment. of 
her 1fmrmacutare- Conception » ' She was 
in char fir} inftare full of Grace, yet vor- 
withſtanding (he gor every ipſtant following 
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a new increaſe ; Forevery moment ſhe got 
anew depth by an humble fioking down into 
her. own nothing, and a new largeneſs of 
heacc by a continual dilating of her charity, 
So tharevery moment ſhe was full, and eves 
ry moment ſhe had need of the Holy Ghaſt 
co be filled, Thus ſhe went encrealing: w 
ſplendor and beauty all the dayes of her lifelz 
withour any the. [eait ecclipie , diminntian 
or wane of- her graces, till being accompliſhs 
ed in perfeQion befictivg the dignity ſhe wag 
to bear in heaver, ſhe rendred up her- 
ſpitic into the hands of; her Lord, her Son;ahd 
her Redeemer, | | v0 
Therefore the Religion that ſpeaks ho« 
nourably of her, is warranced by the Bible, 
Bar the Religion thar ſpeaks ill of her;'doth 


. evidently diſhonoar Chriſt, For to !vilifie 


the Mother, is to diſparage the Son; ' Ts 
make light of the Virgin Mary, isrerax the 
Jove of Chrittchat choſe her , and che power 
that made her, Chriſt loved Map, and: love 
made him chooſes Mother,and he chofe Him 


| It were' very ftravge , that love ſhould make 


him chooſe her, and yer he ſhould nor fore 
her, Ic were yer more ſirange, that loving 
hefty 'and: judging her fit ro be his Mother, be 
ſhould rhiok ic unfic ro frame her perfe&t;' of 


to beſtow upon her che prerogatives, grages 
 avd favours, chat ought to attend upon Gods 


Mother, 
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Morher. ' I appeal to all dutiful Children ro "F 


cell me; : whac a rare kind of Creature they 
would make their own' Mother, if :1r hay in 
their power to do it. \ Solomon placed his 
Mother Berſabee upon his own Throne,. And 
I believe chac n5ne of So/om9z3 Subjects durlt 
ever ſay that ic was above her'de(ert, or rhat 
ſhe did not b:come ir, Chriſt commands 
ns to honour our Parents, and he came into 
the world ro give ns example, We ſhall ar- 
gue what he did, by conlidering. what was 
convenient to be done, | | 

i It was in the hand of the Wiſdom ard 
power of Chriſt to frame his own Mother 
according "to. 'the proportion of the love he 


boreher.: [The incomparable Ticle of Gods 


Maternicy did require thar 'his love ſhould 
command his wiſdom to invent , and his po- 
wer toexecure what might Rand with the re- 
putariowof che Mother of an Incarnate God. 
Therefore it was neceſlaty that he ſhould uſe 
them both; to entich/her with ſich reſplen- 


Aavt <qualiries that ſhe / might our-ſhine the 7.» 
SubjzeRts: of his. Realm ; co adorn her with * 


fuch matchleſsexcellencies, that no Peer in 
Hiezven mighe--precend to fir above-her; to 
Plane aipors her -cheek ſuch excellent beauty , 
thac ſhe-might - grace che Throne, in 'which 
ſhg; is ſeated, and refie&t a glorious honour 


vpor Chrift her Son,- who is the ſprivg of -her | 
G 3.3 


ſplendoy F, 
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"PJ 1 conclud: the: whale Treatiſe thus,” ;That ' 7 
I Religiov millt cerraivly be n® member i of, 
Chcitts Kingdom, which co. maintainghne Hoy 
nour of Ch:iit, epdeavonrs to cenfure his 

Mathers crevit, Satan.and his: adherents g: 
as they hate Ch:ilt, ſothey, exceed. 10, rage, 
and malice-again{} his Mother, And therefore | 
ir is. to bz preſurne&+that.the Religign.bdes; 
wich them, which labors to depreſs Her. -- +; 
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'F Have paflſed the bounds of my intended 
4 || 4 brevity, My intention was,Gentle Rea- 
' {| der, rather-to flir-thee up to hear others-, 
than read me, For thou wilt receive greater” 
ſatisfaction from the lively voice of Learn- 
ed men, then from the bare readingof dead 
lines, Men are not wadting to give thee 
inſtruction, if thou beeſt not backward to 
demand information. Whilſt cime is be not 
careleſs :, if time paſs there is no returB. 
Where the tree falls, there it ſhall lye. Thy 
ſoul lyes at ſake, and Erernicy expeds thee. 
Happy ſhalt thou be, if they arriveſt to en-". 
.. Joy the Loid, . Otherwiſe, woe, and _ 
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Fe jo not die wich a falſe perwaſionthat Tetio+ 
© Face of the Trug Religion may excuſe thee, 
-- ar' racher leaſt in rhe hour of thy deach 
Chriſt may ſay ro thee who arr his by the ri- 
; the of a Chriſtian, whar the Lord ſaid co the 
I ir 3 , ar the time when they were hisele&- 
- pe " ed 2nd choſen people. Thos doFft ſtill erre 
'T br Roby Grant, any thou haft not known my wayes, 
, - Hearken what follows and cremble : I have 
$ to thee in my anger, that thou ſhalt not 
E eater iater info the reff, Prov. 25, v, 10. 11, 
© Mac is prepared for che Blefſed, Seck there - 
IN the true way; Seek Jeſus Chritt, and 

| Religiop, Seek incerely . , and thou 


find fecurely, 


